Pandering the Gospel

To pander is to cater to one’s lower nature in order to get something from them. It is a bribe. It is what Satan accused God of in Job 1:9-11; 2:4-5. The Devil’s view is that God is not worthy, people must be bribed.

I. 
This Viewpoint is Widely Held Today

A. 
The survey church, the seeker congregation


B. 
Nothing negative, restrictive, or demanding


C. 
Result? Much self-help & little self-sacrifice,



1. 
Heavy on wit & devoid of Scripture understanding




2. 
Emphasis on what we like, little to God’s desire



3. 
Focus on food, entertainment, bored with obedience



4.
Raising immoral acceptance, lowering moral demands 

II. 
Is This What We Find in the NT?

A. 
Matthew 5-7 heralded as the greatest sermon



1. 
Addresses persecution, insult & lies...  says be glad



2. 
Addresses influence, condemns anger, lust, divorce



3. 
Addresses swearing, revenge, loving enemies




a. 
...hypocrisy, prayer, materialism, worry, faith



4. 
7:13-14 - then comes decision, difficult choice



5. 
7:21-23 - warns deluded listeners, it’s about obedience!


B. 
Matthew 19:16-22- sincere young man whom Jesus loved



1. 
Devout, interested, prime candidate?



2. 
No easy, politically correct, lower standard



3. 
Jesus did not chase him down, give another chance


C. 
John 6:14 - people believed when they were fed



1. 
Next day they wanted more food, Jesus spoke




a. 
...about Himself as bread, verse 41 - they grumbled




b. 
...Himself as the bread of life, verse 48 - they argued




c. 
...eating flesh, drinking blood, verse 61 - disciples grumbled



d. 
verse 66 - many disciples left him - teaching too harsh!



2. 
Didn’t change the message, remains true today




a. 
verse 65 - can’t come on your own terms 

III. For Jesus, And His Apostles...

A. 
Popularity, acceptance was never the goal



1. 
Neither was getting followers at any cost


B. 
Jesus didn’t pander his message to suit listeners



1. 
His message was of conviction and truth



2. 
It was about obedience to the Father at any cost


C. 
The Devil says that God must be pandered to men



1. 
Men and women of truth reply, “not to me!”



2. 
God is worthy & His word will not be diluted



3. 
Do you believe it? Mark 16:16
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