Nehemiah, Part 2, The Man

70 years after the captivity. Artaxerxes I (464-423 BCE) Nehemiah is named as a book, cupbearer to King of Persia, governor, leader. What kind of man was he?

In Part 1, we said he was a trustworthy worker, prayerful, and loyal to his brethren. What else might we see?

I. 
Nehemiah Set Store by Knowledge



A. 
He was knowledgeable of God’s will & stood for it





1. 
1:9 - knew restoration promise, 5:9- about usury




2. 
7:64-65 - about lineage, 13:7-8 - Gentile in temple





3. 
13:10-11 - the tithe, 13:15-17 - Sabbath 





4. 
13:23-25 - the danger in mixed marriages 



B. 
2:11-16 - gained knowledge before he set to work





1. 
With knowledge he was encouraging, strong, confident


C. 
Hosea 4:6 - God is a teaching God, with disciples





1. 
If not teaching/learning in class, what’s going on?

II. 
5:16 - Nehemiah was Personally Active in the Work



A. 
Didn’t wait for a vision, asked permission to go





1. 
Name not on a work list, no personal invitation





2. 
Wasn’t nagged, persuaded, or procrastinating



B. 
Proverbs 11:30, we have work to do, Luke 14:18, 24





1. 
Visiting, encouraging, inviting, work lists,





2. 
Are you personally involved in this work in Anderson?
III. Nehemiah was Conscious of His Example


A. 
In ALL his works he was conscious of his example





1. 
Government food allowance a burden? wouldn’t take it





2. 
Did not buy land…busied self/servants with the work





3. 
Fed others at his own expense





4. 
Lent money/grain without interest... what was result?



B. 
The people listened to him





1. 
2:18 - to work; 4:14-15 - to put down fear





2. 
5:7-13 - to deal kindly; 13:23-25 - to cleanse selves



C. 
We also have an example to set





1. 
1 Peter 2:12; Colossians 4:5 - toward outsiders







a. 
dare we take our problems before outsiders?





2. 
Matthew 18:6-7 - toward those tender in the faith





3. 
Galatians 6:2; 1 Thessalonians 5-11- toward our brethren



D. 
Grumblers, complainers, nit-pickers, and critics...





1. 
Wonder why no one listens to them



E. 
Worldly, gossips, angry people, and faithless...





1. 
Wonder why no one trusts them



F. 
Our example says who we are better than our words

IV. Traits of Great Leadership


A. 
Trustworthy worker, Ever Prayerful. Loyal to brethren


B. 
Knowledgeable, personally active, confident of example


C. 
Where are you, in your leadership for the Master?
