Nehemiah pt 5, Building Problems

We have been discussing the process of building, building the wall of Jerusalem vs. building the church.  Have considered building from leadership standpoint, and now from a builder’s viewpoint, 7 problems.

I. 

Nehemiah Faced His Share of Problems on Job, 2:10



A. 
4:1-3 – The problem of scorn, ridicule, mocking




1. 
1 Peter 4:4, 16 – Christians warned of the same 






2. 
Called to be better – Ephesians 4:26-27, Matthew 5:43-48



B. 
4:7-8 – The problem of threat and conspiracy 





1. 
Fearful threats are met head on - Romans 8:31-37





2. 
Conspiracy fears? birds of a feather principle, 





3. 
Like minds stand together, good/bad/indifferent






4. 
Odd when error stands together, unites







a.  
and good men chew on each other, Galatians 5:15





5. 
Who are you standing with? wisdom ? Luke 16:8









a. 
1 Corinthians 15:33 - evil men; Proverbs 13:20 - foolish, 







b. 
Proverbs 20:19b - slanderer, Proverbs 22:24-25 - angry



C. 
4:10-12 – The problem of discouragement




1. 
From verse 10 - defeatists, verse 11 - enemies, verse 12 - fearful 







a. 
threatening Christians not new – Acts 4:29; 9:1





2. 
Today? Lawsuits for withdrawal, disciplining children
 





a. 
teaching on abortion? women leadership, gays, etc.





3. 
Will we prepare/press on like Nehemiah? 4:14 









a. 
or fear and fold up? 1 Peter 5:8-9



D. 
5:1-5 - The Problem of Financial Stress 




1. 
Verse 2 - lacking basic needs, verse 3 - debt problems







a. 
verse 4-5 - sharecropping, over their head in debt





2. 
Is this a problem today?  Especially at Christmas???







a. 
EZ credit cards with double digit interest







b. 
buying unaffordable houses, and union promises







c. 
telling people they need good credit ratings







d. 
economy based on unwise spending





3. 
Solomon speaks to this problem clearly







a. 
Proverbs 22:7 - don’t be a slave to lenders







b. 
Proverbs 22:26 - don’t co-sign for bad debtors







c. 
Proverbs 23:17 - don’t envy sinners



E. 
6:2-4 – The Problem of Meeting in Compromise




1. 
Verse 2 - the intent of the enemy is to harm





2. 
Verse 3 - the result of compromise is less good work







a. 
Sioux City churches compromise on gag order?







b. 
Many Nashville churches comp. with denominations






c. 
Many clergy groups, inter-faith missions calling





3. 
Rather than compromise, we are called to...







a. 
Acts 5:29 - obey God rather than men







b. 
1 Peter 4:11 - speak as God’s oracle or mouthpiece







c. 
Revelation 22:18-19 - add nothing and leave nothing out







d. 
Philippians 1:16 - defend the gospel

II. There IS No Middle Ground with Spiritual Building

 Nehemiah pt 5, Building Problems

Have been discussing the process of building.  Have considered building from a leadership standpoint, and now from a builder’s viewpoint, 7 problems for builders.
I. 

Nehemiah Faced His Share of Problems on the Job, 2:10


A. 
4:1-3 – The problem of __________________________________________




1. 
1 Peter 4:4, 16 – Christians warned of the same, Ephesians 4:26-27, Matthew 5:43-48



B. 
4:7-8 – The problem of ________________ and ______________________ 





1. 
Fearful threats are met head on - Romans 8:31-37





2. 
Conspiracy fears?  like minds stand together, good/bad/indifferent, Galatians 5:15





3. 
Who are you standing with? _______________ ? Luke 16:8










a. 
1 Corinthians 15:33 - _________ men; Proverbs 13:20 - _______________, 







b. 
Proverbs 20:19b - ______________, Proverbs 22:24-25 - ________________



C. 
4:10-12 – The problem of _________________________________




1. 
From verse 10 - defeatists, verse 11 - enemies, verse 12 - fearful, Acts 4:29; 9:1





2. 
Will we prepare/press on like Nehemiah? 4:14, or fear and fold up? 1 Peter 5:8-9



D. 
5:1-5 - The Problem of __________________________________





1. 
Verse 2 - lacking basic _________, verse 3 - __________ problems verses 4-5 - _______________, 





2. 
Solomon speaks to this problem clearly







a. 
Proverbs 22:7 - don’t be a slave to __________________







b. 
Proverbs 22:26 - don’t _________________ for bad debtors







c. 
Proverbs 23:17 - don’t _________________ sinners



E. 
6:2-4 – The Problem of Meeting in _________________________




1. 
Verse 2 - the intent of the enemy is to ________________





2. 
Verse 3 - the result of compromise is _____________ good work





3. 
Rather than compromise, we are called to...







a. 
Acts 5:29 - _____________________rather than men







b. 
1 Peter 4:11 - speak as_____________________ or mouthpiece







c. 
Revelation 22:18-19 - add _______________ and leave _________________out







d. 
Philippians 1:16 - defend ______________________

II. There IS No Middle Ground w/Spiritual Building
