Nehemiah 4- Builders Wanted
In last lesson we identified the constant need for builders, in good times and bad. Began looking at God’s answer to that need – Nehemiah. We noted that good builders know their task, encourage, have dirty hands, and work together. As we compare building the wall with building the church, please note…

I. 
Builders Are Not Born Builders


A. 
3:7-9 – trans-Jordan, goldsmiths, perfumers, officials, 






1. 
Verse 28 – priests, verse 32 – merchants



B. 
Matthew 25:14-30 – all are given abilities, 





1. 
4:6 – need a mind to work





2. 
1 Peter 4:10-11 – speak, serve, whatever – employ it!





3. 
For career/employment – take classes, study, change





4. 
This is not the army – volunteering is good!



C. 
No small jobs in the kingdom, 3:14 vs. 3:19 (refuse gate vs. armory)





1. 
Greeting, hospitality, cleaning, visiting, landscaping, inviting, teaching

II. 
3:12– God Fearing Women Joined the Work



A. 
Shame on nobles, verse 5, shame on men /leaders today





1. 
Prepare lessons/classes (while working), take notes, meditate





2. 
Teach children, help/talk to others, lead family to worship


B. 
1st century women were workers also





1. 
Philippians 4:2-3 – Euodia & Syntyche – shared struggle





2. 
Romans 16:1-2 – Phoebe – served church, helped many





3. 
Romans 16:3-4 – Pricilla – risked neck, hosted church





4. 
Romans 16:6 – Mary – worked hard



C. 
I realize role differences – not to be ignored





1. 
2 Timothy 2:2 – men/women challenged to the work

III. 3:10, 23, 28-30 – Some Work. Only by Their House



A. 
Maybe assigned, convenient, their only desire???



B. 
Today also- folks want their own house worked on





1. 
Want help, visits, encouragement, strength – giving?





2. 
Want exciting classes – don’t prepare or participate





3. 
Want dynamic speakers, not hurt toes





4. 
Want to be heard – while they praise, encourage, uplift?



C. 
Note: Heaven has no rest for the pampered





1. 
Matthew 20:26-28 – servant has reward, not “served”

IV. 
3:20 – Need To Build With Zeal


A. 
KJV – “earnestly” - what did he do to get this attention?





1. 
Arrived early, stayed late, helped others, talked it up, whistled while he worked?





2. 
1 Corinthians 10:9-10 – no grumbling, 







a. 
Hebrews 12:15 – no root of bitterness





3. 
Atheist in bucket brigade – “First time I’ve seen this church on fire.”



B. 
Earlier points dependent upon this one





1. 
Identifying work, encouraging, team work, new abilities, etc.



C. 
Fundamental law – Galatians 6:7; 2 Corinthians 9:6 / Ecclesiastes 9:10





1. 
Some dislike emotions, deacon disappointed over them





2. 
But love IS emotional – Nehemiah 13:25







a.  
our work is the greatest work on earth

V. 
Builders Are Wanted, in This Greatest Work


A. 
Not born builders, selfish builders, or apathetic ones



B. 
Sisters are invited, Zeal is encouraged, and all are invited to find their talents and go to work.

Nehemiah 4- Builders Wanted
In last lesson we identified the constant need for builders, in good times and bad. As we compare building the wall with building the church, please note…

I. 
Builders Are Not ______________ Builders


A. 
3:7-9 – trans-Jordan, ___________, perfumers, ________, verse 28 – ______, verse 32 – ________



B. 
Matthew 25:14-30 – all are given abilities, 4:6 – need a ___________ to work,  1 Peter 4:10-11



C. 
No small _________ in the ______________, 3:14 vs. 3:19 

II. 
3:12 – God Fearing ________________ Joined the Work



A. 
1st century women were workers also





1. 
Philippians 4:2-3 – ______________________________– shared struggle





2. 
Romans 16:1-2 – _______________– served church, helped many





3. 
Romans 16:3-4 – _______________– risked neck, hosted church





4. 
Romans 16:6 – _______________– worked hard



B. 
2 Timothy 2:2 – _____________ and _________________ challenged to the work

III. 3:10, 23, 28-30 – Some Worked Only by ___________________________




A. 
Maybe assigned, convenient, their only desire???



B. 
Note: Heaven has no rest for the ____________________





1. 
Matthew 20:26-28 – _______________ has the reward, not the “________________”

IV. 3:20 – Need To Build With Zeal


A. 
KJV – “earnestly” - what did he do to get this attention?





1. 
1 Corinthians 10:9-10 – no ________________, Hebrews 12:15 – no root of ________________



B. 
Fundamental law – Galatians 6:7; 2 Corinthians 9:6 / Ecclesiastes 9:10





1. 
But love IS _________________________– Nehemiah 13:25

V. 
____________________ Are Wanted, in This Greatest Work


A. 
Not __________ builders, _______________ builders, or ________________ ones



B. 
______ are invited, _______________ is encouraged, 





1. 
... and ____________ are invited to find their talents and go to work.


