Nehemiah pt. 3 Builders Wanted

In good times and bad. There always seems to be a need for good builders. Church outgrows its facilities – that’s a good time. Young man with a 4x4 has too much to drink – that’s a bad time. 445 years before Christ, Israel needed some rebuilding. Consider from a Builder’s viewpoint.
I. 
Consider the Time to Build


A. 
605 BCE– Judah into Babylonian captivity – 70 years





1. 
538 – Zerubbabel returned, 







a. 
536 – temple started (ignored 16 years)







b. 
excuses stopped the work





2. 
Haggai 1:2 – time is not right; 1:3 – “my” house first; 









a. 2:3 – woe to me



B. 
What is our response to kingdom work today?





1. 
Time is not right – “busy,” church is upset, 







a. 
focused on other things





2. “
My” house first – literally, career, family





3. 
Woe is me– “we’re doomed,” no expectation,







a.  
defeatist, unbelieving





4. 
Proper response? 2 Pet. 1:3– if building is needed..



C. 
520 B.C. – temple finished in 4 years (i.e. 516)





1. 
458 – Ezra returns (80 yrs. after Zerubbabel)





2.

445 – Nehemiah returns (13 yrs. later, 93 yrs total)







a. 
their “house is finally in order”

II. 
First Things First, learned from Neh.


A. 
Nehemiah 1:2-4 – with the news came prayer,1st/foremost





1. 
Included praise (verse 5), humility (6-7), 





2. 
According to God’s will (8-9), 





3. 
Luke 18:1 – not losing heart, 2:1 – prayed 4 months

III. A Good Builder Knows His Task, (Nehemiah)



A. 
Nehemiah knew – bad situation desolate, burned, reproach



B. 
Do we know? 1 Peter 2:21; Luke 19:10





1. 
Not budgets, real estate, computers – just tools



C. 
When we focus on our task…





1. 
Ideas, funds, concerns talents, efforts, prayers





2. 
Newspaper, radio, TV, meetings, personal contacts





3. 
2:18 – ...we will see “good work”

IV.
 A Good Builder Encourages, 2:18


A. 
In spite of a “bad situation” - They went to work



B. 
1 Thessalonians 5:11; Hebrews 10:25 - assembly is pep rally, 3:13



C. 
Mock., critic. is “iniquity,” demoralizing, from enemies




a. 
Nehemiah 4:5

V. 
A Good Builder has Dirty Hands 4:23; 5:16


A. 
4:6 – hand won’t work if mind isn’t in it



B. 
Where is our mind? (shown in time, effort, money)

 



1. 
Ball game, job, recreation – preacher wouldn’t do personal work



C. 
3:5 – some are too “noble” to work





1. 
Noble’s find fault & criticize but enjoy glory

VI. 
Good Builders Work Together, chapter 3


A. 
2:17-18, the process - consider, decide, go to work!





1. 
Some like to hear their own voice, 







a. 
arm chair quarterback – never decide



B. 
Much building is needed today





1. 
Not gyms, kitchens, benevolent homes, theme parks





2. 
Teachers need (help, rest, encouragement) building





3. 
Church needs building







a. 
(greeting, visiting, teaching, assisting)



C. 
Let’s follow the “process”& become good builders





1. Have you signed onto the job yet?

Nehemiah pt. 3 Builders Wanted


In good times and bad. There always seems to be a need for good builders. 445 years before Christ, Israel needed some rebuilding. Consider Nehemiah from a Builder’s viewpoint.
I. 
Consider the Time to Build


A. 
605 BCE – Judah went into Babylonian captivity – 70 years





1. 
538 – Zerubbabel returned, 536 – temple started (then ignored 16 years)





2. 
Haggai 1:2 – __________ is not right; 1:3 – my house _________; 2:3 – ________ is me



B. 
Proper response? 2 Peter 1:3 – if building is needed the ________________ will be given

II. 
First Things First, learned from Nehemiah



A. 
Nehemiah 1:2-4 – with the news came ____________, 1st and foremost





1. 
Included __________ (verse 5), _____________ (6-7), according to______________ (8-9), 





3. 
Luke 18:1 – not losing _______________, 2:1 – Nehemiah prayed 4 months

III. A Good Builder ____________ His Task, (Nehemiah)



A. 
Nehemiah knew – _________ situation, _____________, burned, ________________



B. 
Do we know? 1 Peter 2:21 - to follow his _______________; Luke 19:10



C. 
When we focus on our task… 2:18 – ...we will see “__________________”

IV.
 A Good Builder ________________________, 2:18


A. 
1 Thessalonians 5:11 - _____________ one another; Heb. 10:25



B. 
Nehemiah 4:4-5 - Mocking, criticism is _______________, demoralizing, from _____________

V. 
A Good Builder has ___________________ Hands 4:23; 5:16


A. 
4:6 – hand won’t work if mind isn’t in it



B. 
Where is our mind? (shown in ________________, ______________, ______________)

VI. 
Good Builders Work Together, chapter 3


A. 
2:17-18, the process - ____________, _____________, go to _______________!



B. 
Much building is needed today, let’s follow the “process”& become good builders

