MUST ONE BE A MEMBER OF THE LOCAL CONGREGATION TO GO TO HEAVEN?
This was a question from a poll done in ‘93 among college age people, members of the church of Christ in several colleges. 

I. 

There Are Different Ways to Go with This


A. 
Could comment on the consequences 





1. 
No partiality means no one has to be a member 





2. 
No need for elders, deacons, organization waste of time



B. 
Comment on its likeness to world views of religion 





1. 
Just stay home, no commitment, no involvement





2. 
Same as drive up congregation, internet relationships, etc



C. 
Neither is the point. 70% disagreed, 30% agreed 





1. 
The 30% figure amazing, but is this biblical position?

II. 
Scriptures Indicate a Different Attitude


A. 
Acts 9:26 - Paul was trying to associate



B. 
1 Corinthians 5:12-13 - part of body they could be purged from





1. 
CANNOT be put out of the universal body



C. 
Many scriptures imply a limited, organized group





1. 
Hebrews 13:17; 1 Thessalonians 5:12; Acts 20:28



D. 
Scriptures command a limited area of action





1. 
1 Corinthians 5:12-13



E. 
Each of the above is senseless if there is no pattern of congregational organization and fellowship

III. In Congregational Fellowship there is….


A. 
Strength in caring - Hebrews 6:12-13



B. 
Leadership - 1 Thessalonians 5:12; Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter 5:3





1. 
In the best form, model, mentor, example



C. 
Safety in oversight - Acts 20:28-30



D. 
Correction in discipline - 1Corinthians 5:13; Hebrews 12:7-11



E. 
Spiritual  growth in interactive relationships – Colossians 3:12-16

IV. Must One Be An Active Member of a Local Church in Order to Go to Heaven?  in a word...Yes


there may be special cases but...



A. 
The devil is too crafty, knows our weaknesses



B. 
We’re too weak, have too many needs





1. 
Addicts of every kind need support groups



C. 
Jesus works in and through his people





1. 
Matthew 25:45; 10:40



D. 
The scriptures are made senseless





1. 
1 Corinthians 3:16 - a temple not put together





2. 
Acts 20:28 - a flock without a fold





3. 
1 Corinthians 12:25-26 - a body, dismembered



E. 
Again, the wisdom of God is seen in his plan,





1. 
A local, caring body, overseen, & maturing





2. 
We’re intended to help and be helped

V. 
Where Are You in This Plan of God?


A. 
In the family or on your own? 
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