Men of Whom... 4
c.a. 1095 BCE, late in the period of the Judges, 5 judges were working to save Israel from itself, Eli, Jepthah, Samuel, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, and Samson. Oppressed in the East by Ammonites and in West by Philistines (40 yrs.) 
Judges 13, Angel announced a child, Nazarite from womb, he shall “begin to save Israel.”

I. 
Judges 13:25 - About Twenty Years Later


A. 
Spirit stirred him, Judges 14 - went to Timnah, fell in love





1. 
Verse 4 - from the Lord, takes flack for loving a Philistine





2. 
6 forbidden nations listed 9xs; 7th listed 3xs



B. 
Occasion with lion, 7 day feast, riddle, wife threatened





1. 
Killed 30 men to pay wager, went home angry



C. 
Judges 15 - at harvest, went to get his wife, gone!





1. 
Caught 300 foxes, tied tails together with torches





2. 
Burnt stacked grain, standing grain, and orchards





3. 
Verse 6 - Phil. burned wife and father in law







a. 
verse 8 - Samson smote them hip and thigh





4. 
Verse 11- betrayed by 3000 fearful brethren







a. 
verse 15 - slew 1,000 Philistines with jawbone of donkey







b. 
“judged” Israel 20 years

II. 
Judges 16:1-3 - Another 20 years, about 40 yrs old


A. 
Went to Gaza, prostitute, ambush... till midnight





1. 
Carried off gates and posts... demonstrated power?!?



B. 
16:4-22 - loved Delilah, might have been Jewess





1. 
Wooed by Philistine lords with 1,100 silver pieces each





2. 
7 fresh bowstrings, new ropes, weave 7 locks, razor



C. 
16:23-31 - months later, Lords gathered, gloating 





1. 
Hair grown back, 3,000 just on roof, leaned on pillars





2. 
Brought house down, killed more than in his life

III. Why Was Samson AMOWTWWN Worthy?


A. 
Subject to his passions? temper, revenge, desire, love





1. 
Separated from socialization since birth







a. 
food, dead body, hair, strength (natural can be prov.)



B. 
Broke Israel’s laws & his vow - Philistine/dead lion





1. 
NOT unlawful to marry a Philistine/ Hebrew word not animal



C. 
Why Was the Life of Samson a Positive thing?





1. 
Birth announcement was special - like John the Baptist and Jesus





2. 
Set apart from womb - made into a spectacle







a. 
prepared for a lonely frontier life of violence





3. 
Kept his vow for 40 years; Have we, in anything?





4. 
His life was a living miracle of strength, blessing, responsibility, and loneliness (only 2 errors mentioned)





5. 
Mission was tremendous success - kept Philistines out for 20 years as he “began to deliver Israel” 







a. Saul/David finished job when Lords were killed





6. 
Controlled self, served God, and then paid the price like Peter, Moses, & David (why pick on Samson?)





7. 
Personally empowered by Spirit more than any Jud





8. 
Hebrews 11:32 calls him a man of faith - argument over


IV. 
Six Lessons for Us to Think About


A. 
Need to give care to our judgment





1. 
Easy to ignore Hebrews 11:32, sum Sam. up with mistakes





2. 
Matthew 7:1-2 - Would we want the same type judgment?



B. 
All of God’s work is not done in a crowd





1. 
Assemblies, contact groups, classes, visitation





2. 
Also gifts, cards, letters, words, visits, hugs, hands



C. 
Success comes sometimes over time, not in a moment





1. 
Samson was successful over 20 years


D. 
Devotion and faithfulness is not perfection



E. 
Passion is not a plaything and there can be a high price to pay



F. 
God can work through anyone and their particular talents
V. 
Don’t have to be a Samson


A. 
He had his mistakes and so will we


B. 
He also had great victories and so can you



C. 
We need to be devoted, faithful as he was

Men of Whom... 4
c.a. 1095 BCE, late in the period of the Judges, 5 Judges were working to save Israel from itself. Oppressed in the East by Ammonites and in West by Philistines (40 yrs.) 
Judges 13, Angel announced a child, a Nazarite from womb, he shall “begin to save Israel.”

I. 
Judges 13:25 - About Twenty Years Later


A. 
____________ stirred him, Jud. 14- went to Timnah, fell in love, verse 4 - from the Lord,



B. 
Occasion w/Lion, 7 day feast, riddle, wife threatened, killed _______ men to pay wager, 



C. 
Judges 15; verse 6 - Phil. burned wife and father in law, verse 8 - Samson smote them _____________





1. 
Verse 11 - betrayed by fearful brethren, verse 15 - slew _______Philistines, “judged” Israel ____ years

II. 
Judges 16:1-3- Another 20 years, about _________ yrs old


A. 
Went to ____________, prostitute, ambush... till midnight, carried off gates and posts... 



B. 
16:4-22 - loved_____________, might have been Jewess



C. 
16:23-31 - months later, lords gathered, gloating and feasting with Samson at center

III. Why Was Samson AMOWTWWN Worthy?


A. 
Subject to his passions? temper, revenge, desire, love



B. 
Broke Israel’s laws & his vow - marrying a Philistine / dead lion



C. 
Why Was the Life of Samson a Positive thing?





1. 
Birth announcement was _______________ - God had special plans, as with John/Jesus





2. 
Set apart from ________________ - made into a spectacle from the beginning





3. 
Kept his ________________ for 40 years- Have we, in anything?





4. 
His life was a living ________________ of strength, blessing, responsibility, and loneliness





5. 
His mission was tremendous ________ - kept Philistines out and off balance for 20 yrs.






6. 
Controlled self, served God, and then ___________________ like Peter, Moses, & David 





7. 
Personally empowered by __________________ more than any other Judge





8. 
Hebrews 11:32 calls him a man of _______________- argument over


IV. 
Six Lessons for Us to Think About


A. 
Need to give care to our _______________, easy to ignore Hebrews 11:32; Matthew 7:1-2



B. 
All of God’s work is not done in a _________________



C. 
Success comes sometimes over __________________, not in a moment



D. 
Devotion and faithfulness are not __________________________



E. 
______________ is not a plaything and there can be a high price to pay



F. 
God can work through _________________ and their particular talents.

