Men of Whom... #9 - Abraham
Most sons at one time or another want to be like their father. We seek to be like our Father - 1 Peter 1:14-17. But our actions make us the child of others. John 8:39-44. In verse 39 - Jesus suggests doing the deeds of Abraham. Why? Romans 4:11-12 - says it’s because he is the father of all who believe. What kind of faith did he have?

I. 
A Faith that Obeyed (popular to just talk faith)



A. 
Genesis 12:1 - go forth, 12:4 - Abraham went forth, 75 years old





1. 
Difficult to move now, dangerous then, no excuses



B. 
Possible because he put God first, before comfort, home





1. 
Genesis 22:1-12 - before his special son of promise



C. 
For us? Matthew 10:34-38; Matthew 6:33

II. 
A Faith of Persistent Worship



A. 
Many lose faith when going on vacation, to school, move



B. 
Genesis 12:6-7; 12:8; 13:18 - built altars





1. 
Genesis 14:20 - paid tithes to Melchizedek





2. 
Genesis 12:4 - 75 when called, 21:5 - 100 at Isaac’s birth



C. 
Faith of many doesn’t last 2 years, let alone 25





1. 
Worship loses its priority, Lord’s Supper unimportant







a. 
Bible class unworthy of scheduling, late and disturb. 







b. 
Hebrews 10:25 - attendance or non-attendance is a habit

III. A Faith Which Included Others in His Life


A. 
Genesis 13:7-9 - as elder, could have taken the best





1. 
His desire was to help, have peace





2. 
We need to lift up eyes from the world and help



B. 
Genesis 18:1-5 - our example, Hebrews 13:2, hospitality neglected


C. 
Gen. 13:11-12 - Lot needed help b/c of 4 kings





1.
 
No grudge here, took 318 servants and went to work



D. 
Would we give time, hospitality, service, work?





1. 
Would we REALLY give it to God?

IV. 
A Faith Which Endured in Hope


A. 
Acts 7:5 - called to receive a land





1. 
Did not get even a foot of ground





2. 
Had to buy a place to bury his wife



B. 
Hebrews 11:9-10; 13 - died w/out receiving promise



C. 
Without receiving he still endured, was faithful





1. 
Difficult lesson in an impatient, drive thru culture

V. 
Abraham Made His Mistakes


A. 
Lying about Sarah, taking Hagar at Sarah’s leading



B. 
Still THE foremost example of the faithful,





1. 
So much so that he is the father of them that believe



C. 
Is he YOUR father? Your faith like his?





1. 
Obedient





2. 
Persistent





3. 
Worshipful





4. 
Including others





5. 
Enduring in hope?
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