Men of Whom... 12 Isaiah

 Hebrews 11:32 - Looking at this list that included “prophets.” Looked at Elijah last time. Consider today the greatest of all the writing prophets... Isaiah

I. 
The Man and His Times



A.
 Called about 740 BCE, during reign of Uzziah





1. 
Uzziah, Jothan, Ahaz, Hezekiah, Manasseh 





2. 
Saw rise of Assyria, destruction of Israel -722 BCE



B. 
Isaiah means “Jehovah saves”, Isaiah 49:1a-3a, 5a





1. 
The prophetess (wife) and two sons







a) 
son’s name - The spoil speeds, the prey hastens







b) 
son’s name - A remnant shall return



C. 
Possibly a cousin to King, royal blood, court familiar



D. 
Saw rise of Assyria, fall of Israel, Judah’s invasion





1. 
701 BCE, Sennacherib, 46 walled cities, 200K captives
II. 
What Are The Traits That Made Him...



A. 
Humility - Isaiah 6:1-5 - especially bright light in great people





1. 
Culture of profanity, mocking atheism, humanism





2. 
Proverbs 11:2; 3:34 - for favor, James 4:6 - for grace





3. 
1 Peter 5:6 - to be exalted / humility makes one great



B. 
Willingness - Isaiah 6:8 - to go, serve, do, act, speak, etc





1. 
We want the Lord to fit OUR schedule, have OUR agenda





2. 
Isaiah spent next 40+ years, 6:8-12 - in a hard field





3. 
Lord asks us - 1 Corinthians 11:24-25 - to remember him







a) 
1 Peter 2:12, 21 - keep behavior excellent, follow example







b) 
1 Peter 2:9 - glorify God, 







c) 
Philippians 3:17 - by following the apostle’s “walk”



C. 
Persistent  - Isaiah 6:9-10 - probably discouraged, but...





1. 
Didn’t quit, give up, depend on self, shrink back



D.  
Boldness - Spoke in the court of 5 different Kings





1. 
Pronounced judgment on Assyria, Babylon, Israel





2. 
...Philistia, Moab, Syria, Cush, Egypt, Tyre, Sidon





3. 
...and Judah and Jerusalem





4. 
Should be our aim also...







a) 
Acts 4:29 - praying for boldness







b) 
2 Corinthians 7:4 - boldness with one another







c) 
Acts 28:31 - boldness in trying circumstances







d) 
1 Thessalonians 2:2 - boldness in conflict



E. 
Vision - he WAS a prophet, “saw” with God’s help





1. 
Not prophets, but our hearts CAN see, Ephesians 1:18-19







a) 
the end of our hope, God’s plan for eternity







b) 
what value your Father places on you as a Xian







c) 
His power in helping, watching over his children

III. Traditionally - Isaiah was man of Hebrews 11:37


A. 
Martyred by Manasseh with a wooden saw





1. 
Do you think he cares? Was it all worth it?





2. 
It will be worth it to us also, to follow his lead
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