Men of Whom... 11 - Elijah
Still considering those special people of Hebrews 11(32), of whom the world was not worthy. 880 BCE was a wicked time. One man stood, and was remembered in Matthew 17:3.

2 Kings 1:8 - Ahaziah’s messenger described him. What else do we know about Elijah?

I. 
He Was Courageous - 1Kings 17:1; 21:19-20


A. 
Faced king with power of life and death, pagan Queen



B. 
Bible heroes are just like us; what made them great?





1. 
They had settled convictions, no wavering







a. 
Samson tired, David discouraged, Elijah depressed







b. 
Didn’t doubt the Lord, or turn back on Him





2. 
Also, they used opportunities presented, why not us?







a. 
Philippians 4:19 - supplies all our needs, Matthew 6:33







b. 
Ephesians 1:18-19 - manifests power toward us







c. 
Hebrews 1:14 - send angels to render service for us







d. 
Romans 8:31 - If God be for us, who can be against...

II. 
Usually Able to See & Address the Truth



A. 
1 Kings 18:16-18 - believe the railings of the wicked?



B. 
Evil men are intent on defending self, not open to truth





1. 
1 Peter 4:14 - intimidation; 4:4-5 - accusation



C. 
Shameful when children of God believe them





1. 
Water salvation/narrow minded/legalist/only ones saved





2. 
Churches fault/hurt feelings/how you said/treated bad



D. 
Proverbs 3:5; John 8:32 -Truth - the only thing that frees

III. Elijah was Direct, Simple, not Simplistic


A. 
1 Kings 18:20-21 - most problems have definite solutions





1. 
Not necessarily easy, but definite - we cloud issue if it’s hard



B. 
Examples of Simplistic thinking...





1. 
John 3:16 - whole plan / no punishment for ignorance





2. 
Hebrews 13:8 - spiritual gifts today! 





3. 
Can’t expect one to leave adultery? be single? Matthew19:12





4. 
One body, one faith unbelievable? Ephesians 4:4-5



C. 
Our teaching needs to be simple & knowledgeable
IV. 
Conclusion: Elijah was a Prophet of Prophets


A. 
Courageous, with a vision for truth, and direct 





1. 
James 5:17 - he had a nature like ours! was just a man!


B. 
Also got tired, afraid, depressed, lonely, overwhelmed





1. 
We must expect difficulty - 2 Timothy 3:12





2. 
Hebrews 10:39 - but remember there’s no shrinking back



C. 
With his needs, mistakes, depression...





1. 
Still only 2nd in history to not see death, chariot of fire





2. 
Don’t have to have a fiery chariot to go to heaven

