MATTHEW – MIRACLE OF A CHANGED LIFE

Matthew includes his own calling to Jesus in a very strange area considering his style of writing.

I. 
Luke 5:27ff Gives the Details to Matthew’s Call. 



A. 
Levi a tax collector, social status of a bootlegger





1. 
Capernaum on a busy trade route to Damascus





2. 
Probably a profitable job



B. 
Called right from his office...





1. 
Always calls busy men where they are







a) 
David, Elisha, Amos, Saul of Tarsus





2. 
Not good public relations for Jesus





3. 
Didn’t come to be popular

II. 
Publican “Bought” Their Jobs, Often Sold Much To Get It



A. 
Sold his conscience, to graft, greed, materialism





1. 
Publican not allowed to take oaths, testify in court







a) 
nobody would believe them



B. 
Sold his companionship…





1.  
Romans despised this “tool”





2. 
Jews thought them traitors, hated them





3. 
Wealthy scum & publicans were only friends



C. 
Sold his family





1. 
O.T. familiarity says Jewish education, heritage





2. 
Probably broke family’s heart, outcast



D. 
Sold his faith





1. 
Unwelcome in synagogue, money refused



E. 
Sin ALWAYS exacts a price, too high!





1. 
Prodigal son, rich man & Lazarus, Satan lies





2. 
Matthew 16:26

III. Matthew’s Response Was To Accept His Responsibility with the Privilege of Blessing



A. 
Gave a “feast” for his cohorts, Luke 5:29





1. 
Jesus was guest of honor among outcasts





2. 
Not all outcasts are in gutter. Will you invite?





3. 
Many “well off” are lonely, outcast from friends, family, and self 



B. 
Had orderly mind for recording - Gave it to Lord





1. 
Book so impressive it was most quoted Bible book in the early centuries





2. 
So orderly it has always been 1st of 27







a) 
has always divided the old from new testament





3. 
Lord can find work for your talent also

IV. 
Matthew Knew the Bottom Line 




A. 
He wrote plainly of places he had been






1. 

Matthew 6:24 – can’t serve God and mammon









a)
we can’t serve 2 masters






2. 

Matthew 6:33 – Seek kingdom first, expression of faith 




B. 
Same lessons need “emphasis” today






1. 
Excuses change but action remains the same






2. 
Choosing work, sports, recreation, other activities
V. 
Matthew Never Forgot Who He Was, Matthew 10:3



A. 
4 listings of apostles– 3 say only “Matthew”





1. 
Matthew identifies self as the “tax collector”



B. 
Matthew makes lists, groups things together





1. 
Chapter 8– cleanses leper, heals centurion servant







a) 
heals Peters mother-in-law, calms the sea







b) 
casts out demons into herd of swine





2. 
Chapter 9– Paralytic healed, synagogue official’s daughter brought to life






a) 
2 blind men, demons cast out







b) 
healing every kind of disease, sickness (9:35)


C. 
In the middle of miracle list (9:9ff)




1. 
Matthew lists his own conversion as a miracle





2. 
How much change must’ve gone on here!!

VI. Not Much Said About Matthew



A. 
Enough revealed to show us what God can do with an unlikely candidate for salvation



B. 
Are you an outcast? An unlikely candidate?


1.
Give the Lord a chance, answer His call...

MATTHEW – MIRACLE OF A CHANGED LIFE

Matthew includes his own calling to Jesus in a very strange area considering his style of writing.

I. 
Luke 5:27ff Gives the Details to Matthew’s Call. 



A
. 
Levi a _________________________



B. 
Called right from his _____________________






1. Lord always calls _____________________ men where they are

II. 
Publican “Bought” Their Jobs, Often Sold Much To Get It



A. 
Sold his __________________, to graft, greed, materialism



B. 
Sold his ______________________…



C. 
Sold his ______________________



D. 
Sold his ______________________



E. 
Sin ALWAYS exacts a _______________________________!  Matthew 16:26

III.
Matthew’s Response? Accept Responsibility with the Privilege of Blessing



A. 
Gave a “____________________” for his cohorts, Luke5:29



B. 
Had an orderly ____________________ for recording - Gave it to Lord

IV. Matthew Knew the Bottom Line


A. 
He wrote plainly of places he had been





1. 
Matthew 6:24 – can’t serve_______________ and _____________________





2. 
Matthew 6:33 – Seek ___________________ first
V. 
Matthew Never Forgot Who He Was, Matthew 10:3



A. 
Matthew identifies self as the “_________________________________”



B. 
Matthew makes lists, groups things together





1. 
In the middle of miracle list, 9:9ff, he lists his own c_____________________


VI. Not Much Said About Matthew



A. 
Enough revealed to show us what God can do with...


1.  An ___________________? An ________________________ candidate?

Note: This is a Fill-in-the-Blanks outline that matches the PowerPoint for this lesson.

