Luke 6:22-23 - THE LOVING DIFFERENCE

It is hard to be joyful when hated, insulted, and ostracized.  Ill treatment alone is not a reason for joy, nor is it proof that your reward is in heaven.  So what is the motivation here for joy when persecuted?  What is the evidence of a reward in heaven and fellowship with the prophets, God’s men and women?  The power to be joyful when mistreated springs from our desire to be like Jesus. Luke 6:40 

I. 
It’s Getting Hard to tell the Difference

A. 
John 14:31; 14:15; 14:21; 14:24a - should be a difference!



1. 
Barna Poll, differences? more differences? 


B. 
On the other hand – John 13:35, here is the difference!

II. 
How Shall We Be Different?

A. 
Not by isolation – 1 Corinthians 5:9-11


B. 
Not by finding fault – Matthew 7:3-5


C. 
Not by making our own traditions – Matthew 15:9


D. 
By exhibiting love – Luke 6:27-31

III. Real Love Catches Our Attention– Luke 6:32-34

A. 
No light shining with life of fair play, salty sinners?


B. 
Real love is seen in situations like...



1. 
Samaritan helping Jew, - undeserving, didn’t ask, couldn’t repay



2. 
Seven fold forgiveness, Luke 17:3-10 - undeserving, hurtful, a brother



3. 
Foregoing payback, Romans 12:17-21 – associate or mate, speech or action

IV. 
Real Love is Observable – Luke 6:35-37

A. 
In kindness (verse 35) - toward ungrateful and evil


B. 
In mercy (verse 36) - imitating father, not deserved


C. 
In pardon (verse 37) - toward those who need it


D. 
Note: same traits we depend upon from God!

V. 
Don’t Be Afraid of the Cost - Luke 7:38

A. 
Reward sure for those setting selves apart as God’s


B. 
Has the love of God made a difference in your life?



1. 
Are you receiving and giving?
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