Luke 6:21 - WEEPING STRENGTH

Text is contrasted with Luke 6:25 – Those who laugh now will mourn and weep.  Sounds much like Ecclesiastes 7:2-4.  There is an advantage to be found in weeping, mourning, or sorrow.  2 major interpretations of this passage i.e. 1) This is spiritual mourning and the main reason for this is a sorrow for sin.  2 Corinthians 7:9-10.  Mourning is turned into rejoicing when we turn from sin to Christ in this life, or at judgment.  2) There are valuable gifts for us to receive in mourning, grief, and sorrow.  Consider #2, if you will.

I. 
“Why Do Bad Things Happen to Good People?”


A. 
Often asked, God doesn’t answer “why?” Not with Job or us


B. 
Real Q: “What happens to good people when bad things happen?” A: God makes them better!!

II. 
Matthew 7:24-27 – Storms of Life WILL Beat Against House



A. 
Sickness, accident, death, divorce, betrayal, financial loss


B. 
What should I do?





1. 
Don’t blame God – Romans 8:20-22, misery is tied to sin



2. 
Don’t blame self – seems natural, cause and effect 




a.  
Ecclesiastes 9:11; 3:1-8



3.  
Don’t fix the blame – fix the problem




a.  
real problem is not tragedy – it is my reaction to it

III.
How Can I “Fix the Problem?”


A. 
Do not “plan” to surrender to sorrow – 2 Samuel 12:15-24



1. 
Concern, grief, sorrow, loss – natural



2. 
But – 2 Corinthians 5:15 – my task is not done


B. 
Do not accept defeat - 1 Corinthians 10:13; Romans 8:31


C. 
Add up joys – never count sorrows



1. 
“When upon life’s billows you are tempest tossed…”


D. 
Make your sorrow your servant – 2 Corinthians 1:3-5



1. 
Others are divorced, sick (or will be), lost loved ones


E. 
Accept God’s comfort



1. 
Pride, self-centeredness will make you miserable

IV.
How Does God Comfort Us?  
He gives us…


A. 
Courage – Daniel 1:17, 20 (bound up in faith)


B. 
Calm – Daniel 3:16-18


C. 
Companionship – Mark 10:29-30


D. 
Compassion – Hebrews 4:15-16


E. 
Commitments – love, work, service, growth, 



1. 
If our eyes/hearts are open - we can forget self!

V. 
God Loves us and Wants to Save us from Sin and Self


A. 
Wants to direct and discipline us into spiritual growth


B. 
Isaiah 43:1-3 – Will you let Him do that in your life?

Luke 6:21 - WEEPING STRENGTH


Text is contrasted with Luke 6:25 – Those who laugh now will mourn and weep.  Sounds much like Ecclesiastes 7:2-4. 2 major interpretations of this passage. 1) This is spiritual mourning and the main reason for this is a sorrow for sin. 2 Corinthians 7:9-10.  2) There are valuable gifts for us to receive in mourning, grief, and sorrow. Consider #2, if you will.

I. 
“Why Do Bad Things Happen to Good People?”


A. 
Real Q: “What happens to ____________________ when ________ things happen?” 



1. 
A: God makes them ____________________!!

II. 
Matthew 7:24-27– Storms of Life WILL Beat Against House



A. 
Sickness, accident, death, divorce, betrayal, financial loss. What should I do?




1. 
Don’t blame ______________ – Romans 8:20-22, misery is tied to sin



2. 
Don’t blame ___________ – seems natural, cause and effect, Ecclesiastes 9:11; 3:1-8



3.  
Don’t fix the ________ – fix the problem, real problem is my _____________ to it

III. How Can I “Fix the Problem?”


A. 
Do not “plan” to surrender to ______________ – 2 Samuel 12:15-24 / 2 Corinthians 5:15 


B. 
Do not accept _____________________ - 1 Corinthians 10:13; Romans 8:31


C. 
Add up ___________________ – never count _______________________


D. 
Make your sorrow your _______________________ – 2 Corinthians 1:3-5


E. 
Accept God’s ___________________________

IV. How Does God Comfort Us?  He gives us…


A. 
_____________________ – Daniel 1:17, 20 (bound up in faith)


B. 
_________________ – Daniel 3:16-18      


C. ________________ – Mark 10:29-30


D. 
_________________ – Hebrews 4:15-16


E. 
_________________ – If our eyes/hearts are open - we can forget self!

V. 
God Loves us and Wants to Save us from ____________ and ______________


A. 
Wants to direct and discipline us into spiritual growth, Isaiah 43:1-3
