Luke 5:12-15  Cleansed Like a Leper

Hit song on Christian radio speaks of being saved like the thief. Old line among “faith only” advocates. Few today want to be saved like 3,000. Most cannot say when Paul was saved. Never hear of one wanting to be saved like a leper.

Leper, leprosy – “a slowly progressing and intractable disease characterized by subcutaneous nodules, scabs, or cuticular crusts and white shining spots appearing to be deeper than the skin.” Other signs are 1) the hair of the affected part turns white, and 2) later there is a growth of “quick raw flesh.” 

This disease in an especial manner rendered its victims unclean. Even contact with a leper defiled whoever touched him, so while the cure of other diseases is called healing, that of leprosy is called cleansing. International Standard Bible Encyclopedia

No wonder this disease is often compared to sin and the uncleanness of it. What’s to learn? Leper’s faith...

I. 
Made Him Eager for Cleansing, fell down, implored

A. 
Some don’t believe they can be cleansed



1. 
1 Corinthians 10:13; 1 Timothy 1:13-15; 2 Peter 3:9


B. 
Some love their leprosy, 2 Peter 2:13-15



1. 
Try to fill God-sized hole with pleasure and are overcome


C. 
Some love the company of lepers, Proverbs 13:19; 21:10



1. 
Company of the godly is boring, Proverbs 13:20

II. 
Made Him Believe He Could be Cleansed

A. 
Dr. Thomson, MIRACLES & PARABLES, p. 64. The land and the book speaks of lepers in the East, and says, “the hair falls from the head and eye brows; the nails loosen and drop off; joint after joint of the fingers and toes shrink up and slowly fall away. The gums are absorbed, and the teeth disappear. The nose, eyes, tongue and palate are slowly consumed.” This disease turns a man into a mass of loathsomeness, a walking pile of pests. Leprosy is nothing better than a horrible and lingering death.”


B. 
5:12 - This man was “full of leprosy,” firmly seated


C. 
Many believe sin is incurable also, 1 Corinthians 6:9-11



1. 
The facts say otherwise
III. 
Was Fixed on Jesus Alone

A. 
Not on disciples, physicians, self, dreams, schemes


B. 
Many trusting preachers, parents, popular religions



1. 
Instead of just coming to Jesus, by His word



2. 
Proverbs 14:12; Acts 22:16, Hebrews 5:9

IV. 
Made Him Want a Real Cure

A. 
Not a ceremony, incantation, shouts or burn incense


B. 
Today stuff going on in the name of the Spirit’s power would be...being slain of the Spirit, slapping folks in the head, blowing the Spirit onto an audience, and speaking in strange tongues




1. 
Some want Freudian psychology of attacking guilt



2. 
Comfort not conversion, security not sanctification


C. 
Galatians 6:7-8; Luke 13:3; Proverbs 28:9

V. 
Had Its Reward, the master met greatest need


A. 
Healing was wonderful; “touch” made it perfect!


B. 
What is your greatest need?



1. 
Cleansing, forgiveness, encouragement, strength?



2. 
Love, family, relationship, a fresh start, blank slate?


C. 
Jesus’ touch is not just “basic,” it’s perfect, fulfilling

