LESSONS FROM THE SEA - Luke 8:22-25


Solomon referred to birds, ants, and locusts to teach lessons on wisdom. Jesus applied common sense principles of sheep, wolves, pruning, fertilizing, and building to life. The greatest wisdom is found more often in the mundane activities of daily living than in newly discovered principles that sell books and seminars.  Text is a good example.

I. 
Storms Come Even When We’re Close to Jesus

A. 
Luke 4:38 – sickness, 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 – personal illness, Acts 8:2; 12:2 – death


B. 
Acts 15:39 – dispute, Acts 15:2 – division, 2 Timothy 4:10, 16 – desertion


C. 
Why must there be storms in life? 2 Corinthians12:7-10



1. 
Verse 7 – to test us, point out weaknesses, remind us



2. 
Verse 9 – as occasions to grow, mature, strengthen; Hebrews 5:13-14

II. 
Our Perceptions are Not the Same as Truth

A. 
Matthew 8:25 – “We are perishing” Mark 4:38 – “Do you not care?”


B. 
Ever feel that you’re “perishing” and Jesus doesn’t care?



1. 
Drowning at home, work, school with no relief in sight?



2. 
Latest “issue” at church will destroy the body?



3. 
Discouragement, depression, loneliness, and doubt


C. 
Jesus talked to downtrodden people – Matthew 6:26


D. 
Spirit spoke to troubled Christians – Romans 8:31-37


E. 
Jesus cares – Hebrews 4:15-16; 13:5 

III.
Faith Can Come up Short in Spite of Evidence

A. 
Matthew records – recently heard tremendous sermon on attitude



1. 
Just saw “distance” healing, Peter’s mother-in-law, demons cast out


B. 
Why was their faith lacking?



1. 
Surprised by trial?  1 Peter 4:12-13



2. 
Caught up in trial?  Colossians 3:1-3



3. 
Faith in self?   Philippians 4:13, 19



4. 
Did they lack knowledge?  Hosea 4:6

IV.
Where is Your Faith?

A. 
Riding the glass calm sea of steady income, friends, and health


B. 
In a small boat on a deep sea in a fierce gale?


C. 
The Lord is in both places



1. 
But one will “prove” the truth
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