Living at the End - 1 Peter 4:7-11
Although many do, I do not believe we are living in the end times. Verse 7 therefore does not refer to this. Macknight says in 67AD the war between Jews and Romans is a year old. Peter knew the signs, Matthew 24. Probably speaks of the end of the temple, Levitical system and Jewish way of life.

However, Mark 13:33-37 reminds us to live as if we ARE at the end. Death may be closer than we think. Verse 2 - so then, how should we “live the rest of our time in the flesh?”

I. 
Verse 7 - In Prayer that is Serious and Watchful

A. 
“Sound judgment” = reasonable, sensible, serious



1. 
In view of approaching persecution - keep your head


B. 
“Sober” = free from every form of mental and spiritual drunkenness, ie. passion, rashness, confusion - calm & collected in spirit; Ephesians 6:18 - on the alert


C. 
Able to pray because they keep their wits about them



1. 
Not upset by rumors, threats, persecutions,



2. 
Not frightened, excited - dedicated, faithful, thoughtful

II. 
Verse 8 - In Love that is Fervent and Forgiving

A. 
“Agape” - real interest in the welfare of another


B. 
Fervent - eager, earnest, straining, without ceasing


C. 
Above all- not more important, but 1st in your relationship



1. 
If 1st, then “covers”, not to impute, regard, but pardon




a) 
speaking of insults, injuries, and irritations;  b) Does not contradict Galatians 6:1


D. 
2nd reminder - 1:22 - part of the reason why you’re here

III. Verse 9 - Taking Love Farther, Be Hospitable

A. 
Lit. affection or “love of strangers”  ...here to other Christians



1. 
Common exhortation in N.T. (esp. now during trial)




a) 
Romans 12:13 - practicing it/given to it




b) 
Hebrews 13:2 - do not neglect it 


B. 
Today - speaks of love, relationship, sharing, caring



1. 
No wonder it is required of shepherds, elders, overseers


C. 
To be “true” it is to be without complaint/grudging

IV. Verses 10-11 - In Service to Others that Glorifies God

A. 
Grace of God is “manifold” - i.e. multi-faceted, various



1. 
Each one has received a gift... should employ it 



2. 
Each one is a steward - trustworthy, will give account


B. 
Two examples are given



1. 
Speaking? Do it as an oracle, mouthpiece of God




a) 
careful of supposition, traditions, silence, 




b) 
# of elders children, submission of women, Cain’s sin



2. 
Serving? By definition, whatever is done for one another




a) 
recognize that it’s God that “supplies” makes possible





1) 
supplies - furnish, supply a chorus at own expense




b) 
health, transportation, food, strength, time, etc.



3. 
End result? In ALL things God is glorified

V. 
Living as if it is the End Requires Some Effort
A. But to glorify God now is to be glorified by Him later

Living at the End - 1 Peter 4:7-11
Although many do, I do not believe we are living in the end times. Mark 13:33-37 reminds us to live as if we ARE at the end. Death may be closer than we think. Verse 2 - so then, how should we “live the rest of our time in the flesh?”

I. 
Verse 7 - In Prayer that is __________________ and _________________

A. 
“Sound judgment” = ________________, ___________________, serious



1. 
In view of approaching persecution - keep your head


B. 
“Sober” = free from every form of mental and spiritual drunkenness, ie. passion, rashness, confusion - calm & collected in spirit; Ephesians 6:18 - on the ______________

C. 
Able to _____________ because they keep their wits about them



1. 
Not upset by rumors, threats, persecutions,



2. 
Not frightened, excited - dedicated, faithful, thoughtful

II. 
Verse 8 - In Love that is _______________ and ________________

A. 
“Agape” - ____________ interest in the ______________ of another


B. 
Fervent - _____________, earnest, _____________, without ceasing


C. 
Above all- not more important, but _________________ in your relationship



1. 
If 1st, then “covers”, not to ____________, _____________, but pardon




a) 
speaking of insults, injuries, and irritations;  b) Does not contradict Galatians 6:1


D. 
2nd reminder - 1:22 - part of the reason why you’re here

III. Verse 9 - Taking Love Farther, Be ____________________

A. 
Lit. ________________ or “___________ of strangers”  ...here to other Christians



1. 
Common exhortation in N.T. (esp. now during trial)




a) 
Romans 12:13 - __________________ it/given to it




b) 
Hebrews 13:2 - do not ________________ it 


B. 
Today - speaks of love, relationship, sharing, caring



1. 
No wonder it is required of shepherds, elders, overseers


C. 
To be “true” it is to be without ________________/grudging

IV. Verses 10-11 - In ______________ to Others that ___________________ God

A. 
Grace of God is “________________” - i.e. multi-faceted, various



1. 
Each one has received a gift... should employ it 



2. 
Each one is a steward - trustworthy, will give account


B. 
Two examples are given



1. 
Speaking? Do it as an oracle, ______________________ of God




a) 
careful of supposition, traditions, silence, 




b) 
# of elders children, submission of women, Cain’s sin



2. 
Serving? By definition, whatever is ___________ for __________   _______________



a) 
recognize that it’s God that “______________” makes possible





1) 
supplies - furnish, supply a chorus at own expense




b) 
health, transportation, food, strength, time, etc.



3. 
End result? In ALL things God is __________________
V. 
Living as if it is the End Requires Some Effort
A. But to ________________ God now is to be ____________________ by Him later

