LIGHTING UP THE MARK – Luke 8:16


A light is to be seen, not hidden.  A lamp illuminates the room it is in, reveals things that may be hidden in darkness.  Light is comforting, warm, attractive, and gives one the feeling of security.  Matthew 5:13-16 points to the same idea, and adds to it the purifying, preserving, flavorful nature of salt in addition to the focus that our influence (salt, light, good works) ought to be done to bring glory to God in Heaven.

I. 
EVERY CENTURY NEEDS THIS REMINDER


A. 
Last part of 1st century – Christians wrestled with persecution



1. 
Rev. 2:10, 13; 3:10


B. 
Revelation written to give insight to the struggle; hope, courage, faith


C. 
In the vision – John sees the seal of God



1. 
W.E. Vine – a signet, emblem of ownership and security



2. 
Revelation 7:2-4 – Servants of God had a mark of…



a. 
identification and ownership




b. 
the seal/mark is conspicuously located



3. 
Revelation 14:1 – The seal is Christ’s name




a. 
name = character, 14:4 – pure purchased followers



4. 
Revelation 9:4 – Having seal means freedom from sting of sin


D. 
John also sees another forehead mark



1. 
Revelation 13:1 – Seabeast/Roman government had blasphemous names



2. 
Revelation 13:16-17 – Deceitful earthbeast/false religion showed no name




a. 
but causes all to receive the mark of the beast




b. 
submission to blasphemy, anti-Christ, worldliness



3. 
14:9-10 – Wear sin’s mark & receive sin’s penalty



4. 
16:2 – Mark shows one caught in a malignant disease


E. 
What is the difference in the 2 marks? Revelation 20:4 – reward

II. 
WHAT DOES THIS PICTURE MEAN TO US?


A. 
We have choices to make – Matthew 7:13-14; Romans 6:16; Colossians 1:13



1. 
Paths, service, kingdoms, or marks/seals (Revelation)


B. 
That mark is conspicuous (forehead) & revealing (name = character)


C. 
Choice? Which mark is on your forehead? Ephesians 4:30



1. 
Others can read it – can you?



2. 
When alcohol, drugs, or porn is available? 1 Corinthians 9:27



3. 
When you’re tired, frustrated & angry? Ephesians 4:26



4. 
When you’re bored at home & tempted? Hebrews 13:4



5. 
When the election comes down to morality vs. economics? Matthew 6:33



6. 
When the prom, dance, or party comes & everyone is going? Galatians 5:17, 19



7. 
When the public pool is open & it’s July? 1 Timothy 2:9-10



8. 
When people/brethren are rude/unloving? Ephesians 4:31-32



9. 
When explicit, profane, & degrading talk is accepted? Colossians 4:6



10. When overtime, advancement, & raises interrupt our appointment with God? Colossians 3:5-6



11. When ballgames, vacations, & sports compete with our service to Jesus? Romans 12:1-2

III. THE SEAL/MARK IS ON OUR FOREHEAD


A. 
Not social security cards, lottery numbers, or birth dates


B. 
It is conspicuous & revealing to others


C. 
There is a definite reward to either seal



1. 
Which one will you wear?



2. 
Is your light hidden or shining?
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I. 
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A. 
1st century – Christians wrestled with _____________ Revelation 2:10, 13; 3:10


B. 
Rev. written to give insight to the struggle; 
________, courage, ________


C. 
In the vision – John sees the _______________ of God



1. 
Revelation 7:2-4 – Servants of God had a mark of…



a. ____________ and _______________ / __________________ located



2. 
Revelation 14:1 – The seal is _________________ name



3. 
Revelation 9:4 – Having seal means __________________ from sting of sin


D. 
John also sees another forehead mark



1. 
Revelation 13:1 – Seabeast/Roman government had ________________ names
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What is the difference in the 2 marks? Revelation 20:4 – __________________

II. WHAT DOES THIS PICTURE MEAN TO US?


A. 
We have ____________ to make – Matthew 7:13-14; Romans 6:16; Colossians 1:13


B. 
That mark is conspicuous (forehead) & ___________  (name = character)


C. 
Choice? Which mark is on your forehead?_____________



1. 
When alcohol, drugs, or porn is available? ___________________



2. 
When you’re tired, frustrated & angry? 
____________________



3. 
When you’re bored at home & tempted? ______________________



4. 
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A.. 
It is conspicuous & revealing to others


B. 
There is a definite reward to either seal, which one will you wear?

