Lessons from the Rechabites

The sons of Anak, the Nephilim, Hittites, Babylonians, Assyrians, Medes & Persians... many interesting groups in the scriptures. Not the least interesting is the Rechabites.

I. Their Story Revealed in Jeremiah 35


A. 40 yr. effort to bring repentance to Jerusalem/Judah



1. idolatry, drunken, worldliness, perverted justice


B. Commending Rechabites - object lesson for Jer./Jud


1. v.1-2- the command; v.3-6- the invitation



2. v.6-8a- the refusal; v.11- an explanation


C. Who are these sojorners? nomads? oddballs?

II. Back 200+ Years, To ID the Rechabites 


A. 1 Chron. 2:55- belonged to old family, the Kenites


B. Gen. 15:19- Kenites at the time of Abraham


C. Jud. 1:16- Jethro, a Kenite, Priest in Midian 


D. Num. 10:29-32 - accompanied Israel to Canaan



1. Settled far S.. Jud. 4:17- also N, politically aligned


E. 2 Kgs. 10- It is an interesting time,  Jehu taking power



1. kills Ahab, Jezebel, 70 sons, his great men, priests,



2. ... close friends, and even 42 visiting dignitaries



3. slaughtered Baal wor. in Samaria, temple to latrine



4. v.15- shows deference to Jehonodab/Jonadab


F. Jonadab a powerful chieftan, and believer, 



1. intended to separate family from the corrupt culture



2. No wine, sowing seed, vineyard, build a house


G. Point of 1,000 yr. old Kenite family, 200 yr. old vow



1. Jer. 35:14, 16 - God’s point; v.18-19 - commendation

III. Got To Be Impressed, What Can We Learn?


A. God desires separation from the world



1. isolated 70 family member of Jacob in Goshen



2. instituted marriage/dress/food laws to separate



3. 2 Cor. 6:17-18 - still encouraging separation



4. 1 Cor. 5:9-11 - even sep. from worldly brethren


B. We should not give up on our children



1. Jonadab made oddball fanatics out of his family




a. in midst of corrupt culture he did what was necc.



2. Young families? Listen & Learn from older ones




a. beware the pleasure, money, sports of our day




b. pray daily, devotions, discipline hard, say “no”




c. teach “worship” not church, love them hard!!




d. teach your children to stand, not lean


C. The Great God of All considers Himself a Father!



1. Like a Father he teaches, loves, implores, forgives



2. In the end He won’t force, but He desires your love



3. He seeks the salvation of His children, tries & tries




a. Will you learn from the Rechabites?
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The sons of Anak, the Nephilim, Hittites, Babylonians, Assyrians, Medes & Persians... many interesting groups in the scriptures. Not the least interesting is the Rechabites.

I. Their Story Revealed in Jeremiah 35


A. Commending the Rechabites - was an object lesson for Jerusalem and Judah



1. v.1-2- the _______________________; v.3-6- the _________________________



2. v.6-8a- the ______________________; v.11- an ___________________________

II. Need to Go Back 200+ Years, To ID the Rechabites 


A. 1 Chronicles 2:55- belonged to old family, the __________________


B. Genesis 15:19- Kenites a family already at the time of ____________________


C. Judges 1:16- __________________ was a Kenite, Priest in Midian 


D. Numbers 10:29-32 - accompanied Israel to Canaan. Judges 4:17- 


E. 2 Kings 10- It is an interesting time,  ______________ taking power



1. v. 15 - shows deference to ______________________________


F. Jonadab a powerful chieftan, and believer, 



1. intended to separate family from the corrupt culture



2. No ___________, sowing ____________, ________________, build a _____________


G. Point of 1,000 yr. old Kenite family, and a 200 yr. old vow



1. Jer. 35:14, 16 - ______________ point; v.18-19 - _______________________

III. One Has To Be Impressed, What Can We Learn?


A. God desires _______________________ from the world



1. 2 Cor. 6:17-18; 1 Cor. 5:9-11 - even separation. from ________________________


B. We should not give up on _______________________



1.Young families? Listen & Learn from older ones, having done right and wrong...




a. beware the _______________, ________________, ________________ of our day




b. ___________ daily, _________________, ________________ hard, say “_____”




c. teach “______________” not ______________, ______________ them hard!!




d. teach your children to ______________, not _______________


C. The Great God of All considers Himself a ___________________!



1. Will you learn from the Rechabites?
