Lessons Learned from Defeatism      Num. 13-14

In the text Israel is preparing to go into a new land with victory and a new life already promised to them. Very similar  to God’s holy nation today, going into a new year, facing warfare on the Lord’s behalf. 1 Cor. 10:11

I. Some General Points to Note from Num. 13


A. vv 26-27, 30- pos. att. doesn’t guarantee pos. results



1. pleasant power here, but CAN be defeated, guard!


B. vv 17-20- Evaluation is as important as action



1. Matthew 7:6; Proverbs 19:2


C. Some action does not complete the mission



1. built tab., left Sinai, approached Canaan, sent spies




a. balked at taking the land



2. John 8:24? Luke 13:3? balk at Acts 22:16? 2:38?



3. What shall the Christian balk at?




a. fellowship? prayer? service? worship? teaching?

II Specific Points from this Occasion, Num 13-14

A. Defeatism has a strong influence on others



1. 13:31-14:2- fear, self-pity (weeping), grumbling



2. Duet. 20:8- Lord mindful of group, we should also




a. guard against it in self, resist it from others


B. (in resisting, remember) Majority not always right



1. 10 to 2 vote here was wrong, Israel also wrong



2. Progressives wrong in 1910 split (also 1960’s split)




a. Iowa used to be most pop. state with churches



3. Mt. 7:13-14- broad easy way is the wrong way




a. w/drinking, tobacco, language, pilfer., cheat., etc


C. Given facts, men will not always reach same decision



1. There’s going to be differences, not all right!




a. doesn’t mean we can’t find the answer




b. doesn’t mean everybody ok and right




c . doesn’t mean we can overlook differences



2. not PC - 1 Jn.4:1 - many false tchrs, 2 Jn 9-11


D. Sound reasoning may not sway defeatism



1. Matthew 13:15; 15:8



2. Some hearts are dull, hard, w/drawn



E. A major enemy to truth/optimism is fear



1. of loss, family, peers, respect... cure is faith



2. Rom. 8:15; 2 Tim. 1:7; 1 Pet. 3:14; 1 John 4:18


F. Defeatism carries a severe penalty (40 yrs wander.)



1. because it is a lack of faith, discouraging to others




a. hinders the work, leads to other sins...





a. i.e. complaining, excuse making, omission 

III. 1 Cor. 10:11 - This was written for our learning

A. We’re heading into new territory, new battles



1. Need to be prepared, ramp up our faith
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