Lessons From Japan’s Tragedy

Most times one is out with 3 strikes; 9.0 earthquake, 30 fi sunami, nuclear reactor meltdown. Death toll expected to top 10K. Immediately voices raised speaking for God :Cappie Poindexter, David Yonggi Cho, Glenn Beck, Governor of Tokyo. As we consider that tragedy, what can we learn.

I. God is Not Responsible for Every Bad Thing that Happens


A. ...anymore than He rewards good behavior with blessing



1. Job 21:7-13 - ungodly prosper, what of Job? Job 1:1



2. 2 Corinthians 11:24-29 - What of Paul’s suffering?



3. Matthew 5:10-11 - What of Jesus’ promises?


B. If God were doing it, there would be no guesses



1. Japanese town - only left with groc. store/Buddhist tem.



2. 1 Sam. 5 - God “operated” on Dagon in Ashdod


C. The truth? Acts 17:30-31 - a day is appointed to judge



1. Matthew 5:45 - rains on the just and the unjust



2. Ecclesiastes 9:11 - time and chance overtake us all



3. Looking for blame? Who caused Job’s problems?


D. Natural disastors are NATURAL, not God in...



1. Christchurch New Zealand earlier, Chili & Hati in 2010



2. Not in lightning, blizzard, tornado, accident, sickness

II. This is Not the End of the World via Matthew 24:3-7


A. Context is key with most Bible misunderstandings



1. v. 1 - Disciples equated temple’s dest. with the end



2. Jesus tells them when the temple’s end was coming


B. What of the end for us? 



1. 1 Cor. 15:51-53 - will happen in the twinkling of an eye



2. 2 Peter 3:10 - come like a thief, i.e. no sign...



3. 1 Thess. 5:1-3 - coming like a thief, don’t be surprised




a. 5:4-8 - commanded to be prepared, not look for signs

III. Those Who Blame God Have a Distorted View of God


A. Mean, hateful, arbitrary, partial, uses tragedy



1. Ezekiel 18:23 - no pleasure in the death of the wicked


B. 2 Peter 3:9 - Lord is patient with sinners



1. Rom. 5:6-10 - died for ungodly, sinners, enemies


C. James 1:17 - Every good gift comes from above\


D. Matthew 7:11 - Father gives good gifts to His children


E. Blame Satan if you wish, blame chance, don’t blame God

IV. Instead of Focusing on Negative, Unknown - See Blessing


A. Bob Nichols, Christians in Tokyo spared


B. Opportunity to help presented, glory to country, God


C. Example of cooperation, care seen and wondered at


D. lesson in fall of 2nd most prosperous economy in world


E. Need for God, preparation for eternity driven home

V. So, the Question Remains... Why?


A. ...earthquake, sunami, radiation all on these people?


B. ...destruction, death, suffering, even to innocent children?


C. John 9:2 - Seems human nature to seek a moral “cause”



1. Sometimes things just happen, need to remember...




a. to be alert, ready to go to our God




b. to be ready to bless our God and give Him Glory


D. Have you done these two things in your life?

On Saturday, Cappie Pondexter (New York Liberty, Guard, NWBA) tweeted: “What if God was tired of the way they treated their own people in there own country! Idk guys he makes no mistakes.” 

Asked to comment on the Japanese earthquake disaster in a Sunday interview, Yoido Full Gospel Church senior pastor David Yonggi Cho told the online newspaper, News Mission, that, “Because the Japanese people shun God in terms of their faith and follow idol worship, atheism, and materialism, it makes me wonder if this was not God’s warning to them.” Examiner.com

Glenn Beck; “I’m not saying God is, you know, causing earthquakes,”  He added that he was “not not saying that, either.”

“Whether you call it Gaia, or whether you call it Jesus, there’s a message being sent and that is, ‘Hey, you know that stuff we’re doing? Not really working out real well.’ Maybe we should stop doing some of it.” Examiner.com

Monday, Tokyo Governor Shintaro Ishihara described the disaster as “tembatsu” - divine punishment. Ishihara said: “Japanese politics is tainted with egoism and populism. We need to use the tsunami to wipe out egoism, which has attached itself like rust to the mentality of the Japanese people over a long period of time.” 

 Tuesday, after receiving an outcry of protest for his insensitive remarks, Ishihara backtracked, and offered an apology. Ishihara said “I will take back (the remark) and offer a deep apology,” according to Japan’s Kyodo News. Examiner.com
Lessons From Japan’s Tragedy

Most times one is out with 3 strikes. Death toll expected to top 10K. Immediately voices raised speaking for God. As we consider that tragedy, what can we learn?

I. God is Not Responsible for ___________________________ Thing that Happens


A. ...anymore than He rewards good behavior with blessing



1. Job 21:7-13 - ungodly prosper, what of ___________? Job 1:1



2. 2 Corinthians 11:24-29 - What of ____________ suffering?



3. Matthew 5:10-11 - What of _______________ promises?


B. The truth? Acts 17:30-31 - a _______________ is appointed to judge



1. Matthew 5:45 - rains on the ____________________________________



2. Ecclesiastes 9:11 - _____________________________ overtake us all

II. This is Not the _____________________________________ via Matthew 24:3-7


A. The key with most Bible misunderstandings is _____________________________



1. v. 1 - Disciples equated temple’s destruction with the end


B. What of the end for us? 



1. 1 Corinthians 15:51-53 - will happen in the _________________________ of an eye



2. 2 Peter 3:10 - come like a __________________, i.e. no sign...



3. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 - coming like a __________________, don’t be surprised; 5:4-8

III. Those Who Blame God Have a _______________________ View of God


A. Mean, hateful, arbitrary, partial, uses tragedy



1. Ezekiel 18:23 - no ________________ in the death of the wicked


B. 2 Peter 3:9 - Lord is _____________________ with sinners;  Romans 5:6-10


C. James 1:17 - Every ______________________________ comes from above


D. Matthew 7:11 - Father gives _______________________________ to His children

IV. Instead of Focusing on Negative, Unknown - See Blessings


A. _____________________________________________


B. _____________________________________________


C. _____________________________________________


D. _____________________________________________


E. _____________________________________________

V. So, the Question Remains... Why?


A. John 9:2 - Seems human nature to seek a moral “____________________”, need to remember...



1. to be ________________, ready to go to our God



2. to be _________________ to bless our God and give Him Glory

