LESSONS LEARNED FROM ATTACKING JESUS – Luke 11:14-28

Not all Jesus’ lessons were taught in parables and preaching.  Some were taught in confrontation and some in response to the activities of others.  Here are 4 lessons presented in the forgoing ways.

I. 
Verses 19-20 – If You’re Going to Attack a Moral Foundation, Be Sure You’re Not Standing on it



A. 
Critics rejected 2 valuable things to criticize Jesus – their own sons and kingdoms





1. 
“Cutting off nose to spite face”, 







a. 
John Davis cut off limb he sat on



B. 
We hurt self by attacking wrong targets also





1. 
1900-1960, taught evolution – surprised when kids act like animals?





2. 
Remove God’s name from schools – surprised at lying, cheating, rape, killing





3. 
Stop punishing criminals – surprised at overflowing jails





4. 
Miss Bible class, worship – surprised at children’s disinterest





5. 
Tear down leadership – surprised at children’s rejection

II. 
Verses 21-22 – Strength of an Enemy Demonstrates One’s own Strength



A. 
Admire David overcoming giant, Gideon & his 300



B. 
How strong (mature) are you? Your giants will tell





1. 
Persecution, threats, hunger, homelessness, hatred





2. 
Anger, worldly, greed, coveting, selfishness, pride



C. 
All enemies require some strength – 





1. 
Ephesians 3:14, 16; Philippians 4:13, 19





2. 
Luke 11:24-26 – Sometimes a lack of perception and preparation is the problem rather than a lack of power

III. Verse 23 – Choose a Side, or One will be Chosen



A. 
Try fence straddling by procrastinate, blame shifting



B. 
Philippians 2:10-11; 2 Thessalonians 1:7b-10





1. 
Procrastination, excuse making just another “no”
IV. 
Verses 27-28 – Don’t Mistake Important Things for Vital



A. 
Jesus “could” have agreed, could have thanked





1. 
Instead He zeroed in on what was most important



B. 
There are many “important” blessed things





1. 
The blessing of family, work, school, recreation 





2. 
...of kindness, manners, good works, friendships





3. 
But, the word of God is vital! Matthew 7:24-25; John 12:48; Acts 20:32

V. 
HOW’S YOUR FOCUS?



A. 
Your strength? your stand? your priorities of life?



B. 
Are you learning Jesus’ lessons?
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