JOSEPH’S BONES
Genesis 50:22-26/Exodus 13:19/Joshua 24:32 - Unlike the Cherokee nation, this is not a trail of tears but a trail of learning. What can we learn from Joseph’s bones?

I. 
MORTALITY - Everyone Must Die


A. 
In spite of all his efforts, Joseph wasn’t getting out of Egypt alive - Hebrews 9:27


B. 
What are you putting your effort into?



1. 
Investments? Ecclesiastes 5:10



2. 
Family? Matthew 10:37



3. 
Knowledge? Ecclesiastes 12:11-12; 1:18


C. 
We all tend to be barn builders - Luke 12:16-21; 
Psalm 90:12; Ephesians 5:15-16

II. 
DISPENSABILITY - No One is Indispensable 


A. 
2nd only to Pharaoh, saved a family, nation, & more




1. What do you know of any of the men who ruled Egypt for 1000 yrs? China for 2000?



2. 
How about who gave you your first kiss? Human beings are shallow! Self-interested


B. 
Does the church hang on my faith, my view, my issues, or yours?



1. 
1 Corinthians 10:12; 8:2; Galatians 6:3 / 1 Thessalonians 4:9-10; 5:11

III. 
HOPE - Everybody Wants Some


A. 
Joseph hoped to be buried in his homeland 



1. 
Desire + Expectation = Hope


B. 
Even unbelievers want to hope (that they are wrong) - Ephesians 2:12


C. 
The Christian is the real possessor of hope



1. 
Romans 8:24-25 - saved in it, Colossians 1:5 - laid up for us



2. 
1 Thessalonians 5:8 - protects us as a helmet, Hebrews 6:19 - anchors one’s soul



3. 
1 Peter 1:3 - a living hope, Romans 5:5 - does not disappoint

IV. 
LIMITATIONS - We Can’t Control Everything


A. 
Had to trust that others would carry out his wishes, couldn’t force them


B. 
We also can’t control everything - Matthew 6:27



1. 
Elders/members, adult children, unbelieving loved ones


C. 
But I can control some things



1. 
Tongue - Ephesians 4:29-30; attitude - Philippians 2:4-5; obedience - Acts 22:16 ...MY LIGHT

V. 
SECURITY - God Will Do His Part


A. 
Joseph tasted God’s work in his own life, Genesis 45:5


B. 
Will you do what you can do? Submit to God and make Christ your hope of glory


C. 
Recognize how limiting sin is, begin today to defeat

JOSEPH’S BONES

Genesis 50:22-26/Exodus 13:19/Joshua 24:32 - What can we learn from Joseph’s bones?
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