Jn 8 Clarifying John 8

The thief on the cross and the woman taken in adultery give more people more guidance than the dozen letters Paul wrote, together. This account has been applied to in a variety of ways.

I. A Few Misunderstandings...


A. To point out sin in hypocrisy, b/c we all sin


B. To appeal to the law is legalistic error, “legalism”


C. The way to deal with sin is to ignore it 

II. Note The Account


A. v 3- scribes & Pharr. brought the woman, not Sanhedrin 



1. v 5- no authority under Rome to stone woman


B. Just brought woman, not man-no intent to do rightousness



1. v 6- motive was to test/trap him/find a reason to accuse

  
 
2. would discredit Jesus with either answer




a. Stone? Against Roman law, not stone? Jewish law!

III. But, Jesus Was The Master Teacher


A. v 6 -7- tried to ignore them, but they “persisted”


B. Note-Jesus not witness, judge, had no part of situation



1. v 7- told them to follow the law they quoted, v 5



2. also questioned their own motives in the act



3. compassion for the woman, disdain for the trap

IV. Addressing Misunderstanding...



 Is It Hypocritical To Point Out Sin?


A. Romans 3:23; Matthew 7:1,5; 1 John 1:8 - we all sin


B. 1 Jn. 1:9- CAN be forgiven, Mt. 7:5- remember self first



1. Mt. 7:1 continues in v 2- you get what you give



2. speaking of standard of measure, not silence!


C. Ephesians 5:11; 2 Timothy 4:3-4; 2:25; 1 Timothy 5:20



1. hypocritical b/c they care not for the woman/sin

V. Is An Appeal To Law Legalistic Error?


A. Note Mt. 23:23- Is legalism the sin? EVER?



1. The sin was neglect & hypocrisy b/c they were uncaring



2. When was one ever rebuked for exact obedience?


B. Other appeals to THE LAW…



1. Jesus- Mt. 12:5; Lk. 10:25-26; Jn. 10:34



2. Paul- Gal. 3:16- plural vs. singular argument



3. Isa. 2:3- LAW goes….  Jer. 31:33- LAW in their..


C. Cannot be wrong to be obedient, 1 Sam. 15:22-23



1. legalist label makes digressive feel better

VI. Is Ignoring Sin The Right Way To Handle?

   A. “go & sin no more” answer to MDR questions?


  1. Truth? It was the answer to sin w/no witnesses


  2. Already shamed, humbled-told to stop the sin!

   B. Jude 22-23- different sins require different handling

      1. always right to confess- 1 John 1:9


  2. right to repent-Luke 13:3; Romans 6:13


  3. always right to seek to save- James 5:19-20

VII. This Account Given To Teach Us…


A. Compassion, not using people for our own ends, 


B. Correct concern for sin, not denial


C. Power of law, on the accuser as well as accused


D. The same compassion & concern is available for you and me if we will submit to the power of grace
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