Jn 7    BROTHERLY LESSONS


It’s a surprise to many that Jesus had brothers and a sisters. Mt. 13:54-56. Jn. 7:3 indicates they were NOT disciples. Later, some became believers, here they are unbelieving and teaching us lessons.

I. It Is Possible To Be Familiar with Christ 








And Yet Not Believe


A. Many believed, but did not act…. Jn. 12:42 - rulers



1. Js. 2:19 - demons;  Acts 24:22;25 - Felix


B. Some do not believe because they…..



1. did (do) not know Him  -Mt. 7:7 (a matter of desire)



2. are prejudiced - Mt. 15:14 (by blind guides)



3. are afraid - Mt. 10:38 (take up cross & follow)



4. are blinded by Satan - 2 Cor. 4:4 (god of this world)


C. Whatever the excuse… 2 Thess. 1:6-9a

II. It Is Foolish And Wrong To Take Comfort In 








Outward Privileges.

 
A. Jesus’ brothers had seen His life - did no good



1. Jn. 7:6-7 - called them evil w/world, birds of a feather

 
B. Some may take comfort in church association


 
1. yet belief is the key - shown by action > Jn. 15:10

 
C. No eternal profit in having a Christian relative



1. God will ask you...Mt. 7:21 - are YOU doing?



2. not loved one, family..2 Cor. 5:10; 1 Pet. 4:17-18

III. It Is Vital To Penetrate Through                







Acquaintance To Spiritual Knowledge


A. brothers knew Jesus 30 yrs & didn’t know Him!


B. Good to have knowledge of truth & righteous.



1. no Xmas in script., In. music, L. supper., autonomy



2. but these are results of faith, no salvation here


C. Some Xians know Jesus 30 yrs & don’t know ….



1. don’t comprehend faith - Heb. 11:1- stepping out



2. don’t understand devotion - Mt. 6:33 - world vs. kingdom



3. don’t see fellowship - Acts 2:42 - partnership


D. We must APPLY our knowledge of…



1. kindness, gentleness, concern, forgiveness



2. rebuke, exhorting, marking unfaithful, standing



3. Knowledge without application is useless

IV. To “Not Believe” Is To Reject Christ In All His Offices


A. a prophet? (inspired tchr) 7:16 - His claim a lie?



1. if so, then apostles also lied - Mt. 28:18-20, all a lie?


B. a priest? A lying mediator? 1 Timothy 2:5



1. Hebrews 7:25-27 - ability to serve tied to his sacrifice


 
   a)...His sacrifice tied to his perfect life



2. rejecting His word rejects life, sacrifice & priesthood


C. a king? Blessing His own & waging war on foes



1. Zechariah 6:13 - Jesus is a priest/king-no separation



2. Rejecting Jesus’ kingdom? - also his sac. & p’hood



3. Suddenly...WE can become one of his foes




a) Will he act? 2 Peter 3:9; John 12:48

V. What Is The Course Of Wisdom?


A. Believe & obey what you know to be the truth


B. Seek past superficial facts to true spirituality


C. Lay hold of the “anointed one” in all his glory!
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