The Serpent & the Cross      Jn 3

v. 2-3 - Nic. Questions about the kingdom, v. 4 – confusion about spiritual things, v. 9 - no doubt, just wants a real explanation, v. 10 - “Are you a teacher and don’t understand?” v. 14 - here is an earthly example with a spiritual application

I. Example Recorded in Numbers 21:4-9


A. v. 4-”impatient (KJV-”discouraged”) Why?



1. Near end of 40 yr. punishment, route is away from Canaan



2. Difficult living, Caananites, Amalakites, Edom, funerals


B. Their heart is revealed by their words, v. 5



1. clothes, sandals unworn, meat, manna, water



2. complaints were false, excuses to grumble


C. Sin brought death, they were asking for serpents removal



1. v. 8 - 9- Lord used His way, serpent, look & live



2. Jesus compared himself to bronze serpent

II. Both Were Lifted Up By God’s Authority


A. Num. 21:8- Lord commanded Moses to lift


B. Likewise -Crucifixion not mistake, church not a substitute



1. Isa. 53- prophecy of scourging, piercing, & death



2. Mt. 16:21-23-”God’s interests”



3. Rom. 8:3- God chosen emblem for salvation

III. Both Were the Result of Rejection


A. Not hunger, lack of care, prayers unheard, etc



1. Their sin? Num. 21:7, 1 Cor. 10:9- tried the Lord


B. Our sin is likewise is a rejection, trying the Lord



1. Selfish, pleasure seeking, pride, rebellion, ingratitude



2. There’s a price to sin- Rom. 3:23; 6:23



3. Jesus paid it- 1 Pet. 3:18; 2:23-25


C. Heb. 9:26- His sacrifice is because of sin, serious

IV. Both Demanded Submission


A. Num. 21:6-”many” died though given a choice



1. Who? Deep thinkers, lazy, family folk, believers



2. Every turned head no longer on a stiff neck


B.Jn. 12:32- cross/serpent only draws humble eyes



1. Calvinists would have stayed in tent and “believed”



2. note: no healing in serpent or looking



3. Healing is in submission, obedience, humble trust

V. Both Offered Salvation, Healing 


A. Bitten ones lived by looking, poison defeated


B. What about poisoned by pride, selfish., rebellion



1. Jn. 3:16-17- look/believe to cross for life,


C. Everyone might have been healed, many died



1. Only one way to live– Acts 4:12, inarguable

VI. Neither Removed the Trial


A. Num. 21:7- asked for serpents to be removed


B. Our trials not removed either



1. 1 Cor. 6:9-11- can be washed, or 10:13- escape



2. 1 Cor. 15:58- steadfast;  Heb. 10:36- endurance



3. 2 Pet. 2:20-22- possible to return an be worse

VII. Some Lived, Many Died


A. Jn. 3:16-17- God desires you to look and live


B. Will you believe and come?

The Serpent & the Cross      Jn 3

v. 2-3 - Nic. Questions about the kingdom, v. 14 - here is an earthly example with a spiritual application

I. Example Recorded in Numbers 21:4-9


A. Jesus compared himself to bronze serpent

II. Both Were Lifted Up By ____________________________________


A. Crucifixion not mistake, church not a substitute



1. Isaiah 53- prophecy of scourging, piercing, & death



2. Matthew 16:21-23- ”God’s interests”



3. Romans 8:3- God chosen emblem for salvation

III. Both Were the Result of ____________________________________


A. Their sin? Num. 21:7, 1 Cor. 10:9- _________________ the Lord


B. Our sin is likewise is a rejection, trying the Lord;  There’s a price to sin- Rom. 3:23; 6:23


C. Hebrews 9:26- His sacrifice is because of ____________, so it is serious

IV. Both Demanded ________________________________________


A. Numbers 21:6-”many” died though given a choice


B. John 12:32- cross/serpent only draws humble eyes

V. Both Offered _______________________________, ___________________________ 


A. Bitten ones lived by looking, the poison was defeated


B. What about those poisoned by pride, selfishness, rebellion; Only one way to live– Acts 4:12

VI. Neither Removed ______________________________


A. Numbers 21:7- asked for serpents to be removed; Our trials not removed either



1. 1 Cor. 6:9-11- can be ________________, or 10:13- ________________________



2. 1 Cor. 15:58- __________________________;  Heb. 10:36- _______________________



3. 2 Pet. 2:20-22- possible to return and be __________________________

VII. Some Lived, Many Died


A. Jn. 3:16-17- God desires you to look and live, Will you believe and come?

