The New Birth             Jn. 3


John records teachings that will be echoed and re-echoed through the N.T. One of the most basic tenents of living life as a child of God, part of God’s family, is that the new life begins with the new birth. v. 1-2 - intro, v. 3 - Nic. asking about Mt. 4:17

I. V. 4 - Nicodemas Like Many Today - Confused


A. “daughter born again, I’m just a Christian”



1. H.S. experience? New thing for youth? No idea?


B. Some use tunnel vision (like Jn.3:16 & salvation)



1. 1 Jn. 4:7 - love;   5:1 - believes;   2:29 - prac. Right.



2. What did Jesus actually say? 
II. V. 5 - The Spirit Must Have His Part in New Birth

A. Not taking place with angelic visions-Ax 10:2



1. Not with Jesus himself-Ax 9:5; 22:16


B. Not speaking of “my” spirit



1. Same Spirit as v. 6,8 - “THE” Spirit in these vs.


C. Not speaking of  HS bap, - “in” the Spirit absent




1. new birth is “of” the Spirit



2. HS baptism-”Ax 1:5 - with” the Spirit



3. 1 Cor. 12:13-”by” the Spirit (cause not medium!)


D. What is the Spirit’s part?



1. Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews 4:12; 1 Peter 1:23-25



2. The Spirit’s part is the powerful word preached

III. V. 5 - Water Must Have A Part in N.B. \“and”


A. Rules out the new birth as….



1. ...an experience, feeling, or something in heart



2. ...proof that baptism is not necessary?
 “must”



3. ...Holy Spirit baptism, Ephesians 4:5


B. Also note-this is not a physical natural birth



1. “one must exist before entering the kingdom”??


C. The water’s part is baptism, a result of teaching



1. Water and Spirit = baptism and word of faith



2. It always takes 2 parts to bring about a birth



3. Agrees with Matthew 28:19;  Mark 16:16

IV. Third Most Obvious Point- “unless/cannot”


A. Not good works, parents, spouse, simple “belief”


B. To enter kingdom must be born again



1. One must obey the Spirit and submit to baptism

V. Basic Principle Was Practiced/Taught by Apostles


A. Jn.
3:3-5-”unless/cannot” confirm the necessity



1. i.e. submitting to baptism, directed by the Spirit


B. Eph.
5:25 - 26 - washing of water w/the word



1. v. 27 - declaration of holiness and blamelessness


C. Tit. 3:5 - washing of regeneration/renewal by the HS



1. where the mercy of salvation is extended


D. Heb. 10:22 - hearts sprinkled & bodies washed



1. inner work of the Spirit and baptism’s obedience

VI. New Birth/New Life Is Available


A. Not mysterious or difficult - 1 Peter 1:23



1. it does offer much– 2 Cor. 5:17; 1 Cor. 15:24
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