Jn 15   The True Vine

Jn. 14:31- left the upper room. Walked thru city streets at midnight? Stopped by temple gate, touched golden vine shining in light of full moon (lunar calendar, 14th Nisan, Paschal moon). Something led to His statement...

I. v. 1- (literally) I am the vine, the true...   emphasis!


A. Recognition of false vines, danger to watch for



1. false means of satisfying soul hunger, empty calor.



2. 1 Jn. 4:1; 2 Pet. 2:17- apostles took it seriously


B. But there IS a vinedresser, Father is not deceived



1. Truth not relative, there IS a right and wrong

II. v. 2-3- His Branches are IN HIM


A. Danger in listening to world, losing distinction



1. branches are churches? Saints in all churches?



2. All churches same? Just believe, to be a Christian?



3. Even discounting differences in churches of Christ


B. Eph. 1:22-23- church is His body, in him = in church



1. Eph. 1:3- blessings for those in Christ/body/church



2. How do we enter the church? Gal. 3:27




a) proves 9 of 10 churches false, branch idea false



3. What of His organ’tion? lead’ship? finances? miss.?




a) which aspect of HIS church is unimportant



4. His church is not a sect, denom., or part of anything




a) repeat- branch idea false, branches are Christians


C. Barren branches removed/pruned



1. Is it God’s fault? Barren & in Him... our fault!


D. Even “bearing” branches are not allowed to just sit



1. Pruned- reproof, rebuke, correction, instruction

III. v. 4-5- Branches IN HIM Bear Fruit


A. v.4- no fruit brorne outside Christ, off the vine



1. warning to those trying to “work it out” outside



2. Heb. 4:16, Eph. 1:3- our help is IN CHRIST


B. v.5- “much fruit” promised IN CHRIST



1. Galatians 5:22-23- fruit of the Spirit



2. 2 Peter 1:5-8- fruit of character growth



3. Matt. 6:33; Jn. 10:10- abundant living

IV. v. 6- Branches Not “in Him” are Dead


A. dried up, barren, useless branches are burned



1. Ezk. 15:1-3, not even a good peg 


B. if not fulfilling our purpose we’re no good at all

V. v. 7-8- Concluding Idea in the Passage


A. Spiritual sustenance is in Christ



1. strength, direction, faith, power



2. from study, understanding, exercise, prayer


B. Three great results of being IN CHRIST



1. bear all kinds of fruit, Father is glorified- Eph. 3:11




a) prove ourselves to be His disciples


C. Does this vine sustain you? U in HIM? bearing fruit?
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