Jn 12:35-50   What Is The Difference?
Contrasts and comparisons are valuable learning tools. The text is a con/comp between believers and unbelievers.

I. V. 37- Three yrs of Miracles, Evidence Presented
	A. V. 39-40- still blind, hard hearted, impenitent
	B. V. 42-43- others “believed”, but not confessing
		1. fearful, seeking men’s approval

II. What are Reasons for the Unbelieving Mystery, i.e.,
			- to explain blindness, hard hearts, rebellion
	A. Matthew 7:7- a lack of understanding
		1. Why? not seeking? busy, distracted, not interested
	B. 2 Cor. 3:14-16- predjudiced, taught that way unquest.
	C. 2 Thess. 2:10-12- no love for the truth
	D. John 3:19-21- love the darkness, Romans 1:32
	E. 2 Cor. 5:7- Excessive sorrow (Judas), giving up
	F. 2 Thess. 1:6-9- reason won’t matter, penalty the same

III. What about the “Silent” Believers?
	A. motives explained- fear, loving men’s approval			1. much the same motives that we face today
	B. Mt. 10:34-37- family press. (elders, preach. cave in)
		1. cave to unbelieving spouse, child, parent?
	C. 1 Peter 4:4- companions won’t understand?
	D. John 15:18-21- pressure from the world’s hatred?

	E. 1 Cor. 1:26-28- fear of losing earthly position?
		1. career path? athletics? gov’t position? 
	F. Hebrews 2:1-3a- reasons won’t matter, penal. same

IV. Here is the Comparison- What is the Difference? 
	Between Unbeliever and Believer Who Won’t Act
	A. Both are... disobedient, rejecting the Lord,
		1. Serving self, unreceptive to the word, in sin, lost
	B. Both will be judged- 1 Pet. 1:17-18; 2 Thess. 1:8-9
	C. There are none so blind as those who will not see

V. John 12:48- The Matter Summed Up
	A. I cannot afford comfortable distinctions in my mind
			between myself and others - I must act in obed.	
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