Jn. 12:20ff  We Wish to See Jesus

v.20-22- Unexpected for Gentiles to be interested in a Jewish rabbi. Took them by surprise. Perhaps as surprised as Paul? Acts 16:9; 18:9-10. Perhaps surprised like we are?

I. Why Are We Surprised When They Want to See Jesus?

A. When a visitor attends 2/3x’s and wants to be baptized


1. After 1 detailed study, wife wanted baptism


2. Ater 3 studies, many denom., woman wanted bap.


3. After almost divorce/suicide/Luth./Cath. wanted...

B. Is it because most don’t? Matthew 7:13-14


1. John 4:35- Jesus also said fields were white

C. Is it because we’ve lost our faith? Hebrews 11:1


1. We must “see” to believe - G.Meyer couldn’t believe


2. Don’t we believe there are 50 good hearts in town?

D. Is it because they want to see Jesus in spite of us?


1. not laboring in field/vineyard & guilt speaks to us

E. FACT: Many still want to see Jesus

II. They Want to See Him in Our Worship

A. John 4:24- They have a right to see Him; to see...

B. Col. 3:16- ...teach., admon., w/wisdom & thankfulness

C. 2 Cor. 9:6-7- ...liberal, cheerful, purposed giving

D. Heb. 4:16- ...the throne of grace approached

E. 1 Cor. 11:26-29- ...discernment, self-exam, proclamation

F. 2 Tim. 2:15- ...diligence in handling word correctly

III. They Want to See Him in His Followers

A. 1 Peter 2:12- They have a right to see Him, 

B. To see Him in our home as...


1. Eph. 6:4- fathers; Eph. 5:33- husbands


2. Titus 2:4-5- mothers; Eph. 5:33- wives


3. Eph. 6:1- children

C. To see Him in our work...


1. 2 Thess. 3:10; Eph. 4:28; 2 Cor. 8:21

D. To see Him in our deeds- Galatians 6:10; Titus 2:14


1. World is surprised at good deeds, shining light

IV. Some Still Want to See Jesus

A. In worship, followers, mission, fellowship, etc.


1. John 12:27,32- They WILL see Him in the cross



a. in the cross he was lifted up on - if we teach it



b. in the cross we glorify - if we wor. in spirit/truth



c. in the cross each bears - if our light is shining

B. Will someone have to approach & ask to see Him?

C. If You’ve already seen Him & want to be united w/Him


...that’s possible
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