Let There Be Light                          John 1

John explains the reason for his writing in John 20:31-31. Giving explanations and signs (7) to bring about faith that leads to life. Consider the beginning of a book dedicated to faith….

I. John Impressed w/Christ’s Deity   1:1-2


A. Called Jesus the Word/Logos



1. Originally - word, speech, account, reason

    
2. c.a. 500 BC - Heraclitis - principle for order & knowledge



3. 350 , Aristotle - argument from reason,reasoned discourse



4. 300, Stoics -active reason pervading/animating universe



5. 30 BC to 50 AD, Philo of Alexandria, Hellenized Jew




a. an intermediary divine being between God & creation



6. Jerome, other Xian writes frustrated with translating term

 
B. Not just word games– Word WAS God, Deity



1. NOT “a” God - NWT, JW’s, and Unitarians



2. v. 3 - Creator, v. 4 - Life giver, v. 5 - Light source




a. 4 life essentials - air, food, water, and LIGHT





1) He gives the “breath” or Spirit of Life, Acts 8:32





2) Jn. 6:35- He IS the bread & water of life





3) Jn. 8:12- He IS the light of the world






a) v. 5- not ‘overpowered’, stopped, distract., underst’d

II. V.6-9-Baptizer Came to Testify of the Light


A. v.7- God’s will for all to believe, be enlightened, 2 Pet. 3:9


B. Beautiful picture of light & creation goes dim



1. v.10- in the world that He created he is unrecognized



2. v.11- among His own people he was not received


C. People are pretty consistent in not accepting Christ



1. Jews had their own idea of a Messiah, J.C. wasn’t kingly



2. Peaceful & weak? Matthew 10:34-36



3. G’fatherly acceptance? Matthew 7:21-23   2 Cor. 5:10


4. Daniel Webster-”the most serious thought…”

III. But, There Were Some…     v.12


A. Jn. 3:20-21 - Some wanted out of darkness



1. John 1:18 - Wanted explanation-    today also

B. This was God’s desire, v.7, that all might believe



1. NOT just the Calvinist’s predestined ones, or just 144,000


C. But, as many as receive, as many as believe



1. Don’t disqualify yourself… “I’m no good…”



2. Wanted Peter, Paul, Corinthians 1 Cor. 6:9-11



3. Rom .5:8- wants sinful men (not their sin) today

IV. Who Are the Ones Who Receive/Believe?


A. v.13- the ones born of God,  agreeing with…



1. John 3:3-5- born again...of water and the Spirit 



2. Titus 3:5- washing of regen., renewing by H.S.



3. Eph. 5:25-26- washing of water w/word


B. One’s who receive Christ are born again…



1. ...in obedient baptism, accord. To Spirit’s instrc.



2. agrees w/practice of Acts 2:41 and Gal. 3:26-27



4. ...and w/experiences of Romans, Rom. 6:3-6

V. Twice God Has Said, “Let There Be Light”


A. 1st @ creation of all things


B. Now@ culmination of all things


C. John wrote so you might believe… do you?

Let There Be Light                          John 1

John explains the reason for his writing in John 20:30-31. Giving explanations and signs to bring about faith that leads to life. Consider the beginning of a book dedicated to faith…

I. John Impressed With Christ’s _______________   1:1-2


A. Called Jesus the ________________/___________________



1. Originally - word, speech, account, reason

    
2. c.a. 500 BC - Heraclitis - the principle for ____________ & _____________________



3. 350 , Aristotle - an argument from __________________,reasoned discourse



4. 300, Stoics -the active __________________ pervading/animating the universe



5. 30 BC to 50 AD, Philo of Alexandria, a Hellenized Jew defined it as ...




a. an intermediary divine being between ______________ & _____________


B. Not just word games– Word __________ God, Deity



1. 4 life essentials - ___________, ____________, ________________, ________________




a) He gives the “________________” or Spirit of Life, Acts 8:32




b) John 6:35 - He IS the __________ & _____________ of life




c) John 8:12 - He IS the ____________ of the world

II. V. 6-9 - The Baptizer Came to Testify of the Light


A. v. 7 - It was God’s will for all to _________________, be enlightened, 2 Pet. 3:9


B. The beautiful picture of light & creation goes dim here however...



1. v. 10 - in the world that He created He is _________________________



2. v. 11 - among His own people He was not ___________________________


C. People are pretty consistent in not accepting Christ



1. Peaceful & ______________? Matthew 10:34-36



2. Grandfatherly __________________? Matthew 7:21-23; 2 Cor. 5:10
III. But, There Were Some…     v. 12


A. John 3:20-21 - Some wanted out of _______________________



1. John 1:18 - Wanted ______________________

IV. Who Are the Ones Who Receive/Believe?


A. v. 13 - the ones _________________ of God,  agreeing with…



1. John 3:3-5 - born again...of ____________ and the _________________ 



2. Titus 3:5 - washing of ___________________, __________________ by Holy Spirit



3. Eph. 5:25-26 - washing of _________________ with the ____________________

V. Twice God Has Said, “Let There Be Light”
