Jerusalem - A Powerful Beginning
The kingdom come - pivot point in all scriptural history. Good place to view the start/spread of the message of redemption.

I. 
The Place - Salem, City of David, Mt. Zion, Jerusalem

A. 
David’s songs, Hezekiah’s prayer, Jeremiah’s weeping, Ezra’s reading


B. 
Shouting Babylonians, wails and tears of captive Jews

C. 
Solemn quiet of ruins, noise of rebuilding and life again


D. 
Quiet voice of Jesus, after midnight, on way to garden

II. The Time - Pentecost (feast of 1st fruits) 50 days after Passover


A. 
Most numerously attended of all feast, many nations represented


B. 
Day of firstfruits was fitting for firstfruits of the gospel

III. The Listeners - Acts 2:5 - a Devout Audience


A. 
Gathered to worship, but thinking of Jesus death/resurrection

B. 
Luke 23:48; Matthew 27:52-53 - many witnesses 

IV. The Preaching - Acts 2:4 - as the Spirit was giving utterance


A. 
Verse 22 – Jesus’ life, verse 23 - death, verse 24 - resurrection, verses 32-33 - exaltation



1. 
Verse 36 - Lordship, verse 38 - Savior


B. 
Continued publicly in the temple and in private studies



1. Prophecy of Israel was fulfilled, starting at Jerusalem...


C. 
What would you have seen in that early family?

V.
2:42 - Continual Devotion

A. 
Not in love, work, or home is “erratic” acceptable!


B. 
1 Corinthians 15:58 - steadfast labor has a reward

VI. 2:44-46 - Unity, not just meeting together


A. 
Verse 42 - together in fellowship - spiritual kingdom work


B. 
Verses 44-45 - together in love - watching out for one another


C. 
Verse 46 - together in association - spending time together


D. 
Verses 46-47 - together in purpose - of one mind, focused

VII. 2:45 - Liberality, in the very best way


A. 
Inference, but no record of asking, just saw the need?

VIII. 2:42 - Zeal - devoted to worship, daily meetings


A. 
2:47 - daily additions, when threatened they were...



1. 
4:29 - praying for confidence and verse 31 - receiving boldness 

IX. Respect - not the same as momentary popularity


A. 
2:47 - favor; 5:11-14 - high esteem/respect stayed


B. 
6:9-10 - respect comes from being in the right!


C. 
5:11-14 - respect came from impartial discipline



1. 
Not for law quibblers, hypocrites



2. 
Not for Jim Bakers and Tammy Fayes - religion pretenders

X. 
2:46-47 - Joy & Success

A. 
“Gladness” - result of clear conscience, honest service


B. 
Success in their reward for their labor



1. 
Daily additions, multitudes of men and women, priests


C. 
No greater success story than this faith steppin forward



1. 
Galatians 6:9 - Reap if we faint not... 



2. 
How’s your harvest coming?
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