HOW DO YOU KNOW?  (Luke 8:40-48)

Faith in God and His Son, Jesus Christ, as Creator, Savior, and God is the cornerstone of redemption’s plan.  Hebrews 11:6; John 3:16; 8:24; etc.  Yet the scriptures speak of different kinds of faith. John 12:42; 1 Corinthians 15:14; James 2:22.  How shall we identify the type of faith we have?

I. 
Luke 8:43 - Woman Had Been Sick for 12 yrs


A. 
Real faith doesn’t give up 



1. 
Like real love - 1 Corinthians 13:7-8


B. 
Hebrews were tired, bruised, discouraged



1. 
Hebrews 10:32-39; 12:1-3; Galatians 6:9

II. 
Mark 5:25 - Spent All On Physicians - endured much at their hands


A. 
Real faith does what it can



1. 
Hebrews 11:32 - Gideon, Samson, Jephthah, David


B. 
What is it that we can do? Romans 12:6-8



1. 
Service? Assistance  


2. 
Teaching?  Public or private


3. 
Exhorting?  Encouragement



4. 
Giving?  Liberally  


5. 
Leading?  Stepping up 1st





6.  
Shows mercy?  Benevolence

III. Luke 8:42b, 45 - She Pushed Through the Crowd


A. 
Real faith pushes thru the crowd



1. 
Matthew 20:29-34 - Blind men not to be silenced



2. 
Acts 4:19-20 - Preachers could not stop speaking


B. 
We are still crowded to the side & silenced



1. 
Crowds of denominational supporters




a. 
moral relativists, lukewarm peacekeepers

IV. Luke 8:47 - She Declared in the Presence of All


A. 
Real faith openly confesses



1. 
Includes Acts 8:37 and beyond – Matthew 10:32-33


B. How important is this confession?  Ask


1. 
Manchurian preacher, 1900, boxer rebellion




a. 
tortured to recant, heart cut out, displayed in theatre




b. 
same for 14 yr. old daughter



2. 
Korean believers in PyongYang, 1948 




a. 
bodies stacked like cordwood



3. 
Uganda, 1884, believers who sang while burning


C. 
Acts 4:20, 5:29 - Shall we remember daily?

V. Luke 8:48 - Jesus Told Her to Go in Peace


A. 
Real faith goes in peace


B. 
Not the pretend peace of men - Ezekiel 13:10



1. 
After name calling, temper tantrums, & intimidation


2. 
Silence opposition, sacrificing doctrine for unity


C. 
Philippians 4:9 - Peace that comes from righteousness



1. 
John 14:27 - inner peace from forgiveness, truth, confidence


D. 
Ephesians 2:14a - Christ IS peace



1. 
True faith brings us to being in Him



2. 
Examine your faith - Is it real?
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