Do You Know If You’re Saved? - 1 John, Part 1
John 20:30-31. John’s gospel written to bring about faith, leading to life in Christ.  1 John 5:13. John’s first letter written to believers in order to give them confidence, assurance, and firm knowledge that they did possess eternal life. This is a common felt need today. Have you ever doubted?

I. 
We Face a Paradox (That may not be)

A. 
Many seem to “know” they have eternal life – how?



1. 
Prayer, claim Him, accepted Him, cried out to Him



2. 
Heart felt, spirit within, dreams, signs, feelings



3. 
Retired minister after 47 yrs., N.Y. Seminary graduate



a. 
... received his “gift”


B. 
The paradox?  They deny God’s truth



1. 
Salvation is for obedient, 1John 5:3; John 14:15, 21; Hebrews 5:9




a. 
What are His commandments? Matthew 28:19-20, 15:9, 6:7, etc.




b. 
What of women preachers, unqualified pastors, O.T. worship, unscriptural organization, social gospel



2. 
1 John 4:1 – many being deceived by self and others




a. 
Time of signs over – 1Corinthians 13:8-10, 13; Zechariah 13:1-3




b. 
Beware – 2 Thessalonians 2:8-10

II 
Can’t We FEEL Our Salvation?

A. 
Jacob felt Joseph dead, 17 yrs. – Genesis 37:34-35


B. 
Naaman felt he understood cleansing – 2 Kings 5:11


C. 
Paul felt his conscience clear – Acts 23:7, 26:9


D. 
Peter felt Jesus should live – Mt. 16:21-23


E. 
James/John felt they respected Lord – Luke 9:54

III. The Answer to the Question is NO!

A. 
The gospel is a matter of word, witness, testimony, knowledge, communication


B. 
That is why...we read for insight – Ephesians 3:4



1. 
...the “word” perfects us – 2 Timothy 3:16-17



2. 
...the “word” gives us an inheritance – Acts 20:32



3. 
...fellowship based on proclamation – 1 John 1:1-3


C. 
That is why John wrote – 1 John 5:13

IV. 
The Knowledge and Assurance is There, 2 Peter 1:3

A. 
Can be confident in your salvation with a firm anchor of hope


B. 
No need to put confidence in men, talk self into it, or give way to emotional feelings


C. 
Acts 20:32 – are you listening as God speaks?

