How to Slay a Giant    1 Samuel 17

I. Best known story in all of scripture here.


A. v. 1-11- confrontation, v. 24-27 - consideration


B. v. 28-30 - confusion, v. 31-40 - confidence


C. v. 41-51 - conquest, David’s life was never the same

II. How Did He Do it?


A. He took advantage of his opportunity



1. he was a musician, writer, warrior, leader, king




a. got his start in the Valley of Elah as errand boy



2. v. 26- observed, offended by reproach of Goliath



3. v. 34- measured him against what Lord could do




a. v. 24- Israelites measured him against themselves


B. He did allow his youth to deter him



1. v. 28- ignored put-down, name calling, disdain



2. v. 33- refused the excuse of inexperience



3. David showed up, spoke up, and stepped up


C. He saw the victory before the battle was fought



1. v. 32- no trace of fear, v. 48- ran quickly to meet...




2. v. 45, 47- knew who the the battle belonged too



3. Hebrews 11:1 - faith sees the unseen


D. He was moved by a greater purpose



1. v. 46-47- Glorifying God to pagans & Israel



2. Not moved by soldier’s pride, seeking wealth



3. Could not sit on side, fearful, while God reproached

III. What does all this say to us?


A. We all take our turn standing on the hill, looking dn



1. We have giants that reproach us, or our God




a. classroom giants of ridicule, sarcasm at work




b. giant temptations of addiction, porn,, immorality




c. giant frustrations, depressions, sorrows




d. giant losses to accidents, tragedies, sicknesses




e. giant pressures from peers, fears, and self-esteem




f. giant weariness, hesitations, apathies, lukewarm.


B. What are we going to do? Learn David’s methods.



1. Take advantage of opportunities...




a. to show up, speak up, step up... to grow, exercise



2. Don’t be deterred by excuses




a. Satan has plenty of them, easy to use, attractive




b. Isaiah 40:28-31



3. See the victory before you take a step




a. Hebrews 11:1; 2 Corinthians 5:7; Ephesians 1:18



4. Set your heart on a bigger purpose




a. Bigger than self - 1 Peter 2:9




b. Bigger than present time - Romans 8:18




c. Bigger than this present world - 1 Peter 1:4



5. To sum it all up...Colossians 3:1-4


a. tired of standing on the hill, watching, & fearful
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