How Is This Possible?


The feeling starts deep inside, anxiety builds, stomach turns, depression looms... We’ve done it again! Fallen short, missed the high mark of our calling... now, guilt!


Ever think... if only I, or, if these people only knew what I struggle with, or, why do I keep fighting?


Like a smoker, one on a diet, some do well and then fall back, worse 2 Peter 2:20. And then there’s the guilt.

I. 
Sin is a Terrible Weight, Hebrews 12:1

A. 
Paralyzes, shackles, entangles... Luke 5:8



1. 
Guilt is powerful - Acts 2:37- pierced; 7:54 - cut



2. 
Acts 2:38 - sinners must obey, 1 John1:9 - or confess


B. 
We must get past the idea that perfection is attainable



1. 
1 John 1:8, 10; Romans 3:10, 23



2. 
Satan plays to our weak side, appeals to pride/pleas.




a. 
adds discouragement when we fail




b. 
gets worse as we misjudge others, 2 Corinthians 10:12





1) 
everyone sins and falls short

II. 
What Can We Do With Our Sin....  3 things

A. 
Resolve to never sin again - set self up for failure


 
1. 
1 John 1:8-10 - part of walking in light is confessing



2. 
1 John 2:1-2 - need of an advocate speaks to sin again



3. 
James 5:16 - speaks to recurring sin and dealing with it


B. 
Let sin make us into cowards. Matthew 27:3-5 - gave up!



1.
Too ashamed to confess, face others, face himself 


C. 
Learn from our sin, like Peter - Matthew 26:69-75



1. 
John 21:15-17- confessing less than two weeks later



2. 
Acts 2- boldly preaching about 50 days later




a. 
Near the end of his life Peter wrote 1 Peter 1:3-4





1) 
Peter knew mercy, forgiveness - we should too

III. How is this Possible? That God can forgive me?


A. 
God is able to save, completely! - Hebrews 7:25



1. 
...not one time event, He lives to make intercession



2. 
1 John 2:2- no one in whole world is out of His reach


B. 
What about sins, shortcomings we don’t see?



1. 
2 Peter 3:18 - God knows you are in a growth process



2. 
2 Corinthians 8:12 - accountable for where we are



3. 
Ephesians 2:8 - ultimately we are saved by grace/faith



4. 
God sees big picture of growth and groaning with grace

IV. Some Feel They Can Never Win W/the Father


A. 
John 14:9b - but Jesus represents the Father


B. 
Luke 1:69, 74-75 - The Father’s desire is rescue



1. 
Service without fear


C. 
Heaven is not unattainable,



1. 
Not the destination of super-Christians



2. 
It is the destination of the forgiven, lifted by grace

       D. 
Where are YOU in relation to grace?
How Is This Possible?


The feeling starts deep inside, anxiety builds, stomach turns, depression looms... We’ve done it again! Fallen short, missed the high mark of our calling... now, guilt!

I. 
_____________ is a Terrible Weight, Hebrews 12:1

A. 
Paralyzes, shackles, entangles... Luke 5:8



1. 
________________ is powerful - Acts 2:37- some pierced; 7:54- some cut



2. 
Acts 2:38 - sinners must obey, 1 John 1:9 - or confess


B. 
We must get past the idea that perfection is attainable, 1 John 1:8, 10; Romans 3:10, 23



1. 
Satan appeals to ________/_____________, adds _________________ when we fail




b. 
gets worse as we ___________________________ others, 2 Corinthians 10:12

II. 
What Can We Do With Our Sin....  3 things

A. 
Resolve to _____________________________________


 
1. 
1 John 1:8-10 - part of walking in light is __________________________



2. 
1 John 2:1-2 - need of an ___________________ speaks to recurring sin



3. 
James 5:16- speaks to recurring sin & dealing with it


B. 
Let sin make us into _________________________. Matthew 27:3-5- gave up!


C. 
_____________________ from our sin, like Peter- Matthew 26:69-75



1. 
John 21:15-17- ______________     


2.
Acts 2 - boldly ____________ about 50 days later, 




a. 
Near the end of his life Peter wrote 1 Peter 1:3-4

III. How is this Possible? That God can forgive me?


A. 
God is able to _______________, completely! - Hebrews 7:25, 1 John 2:2


B. 
What about sins, shortcomings we don’t see?



1. 
2 Peter 3:18 - God knows you are in a ____________________ process



2. 
2 Corinthians 8:12 - accountable for _____________________________



3. 
Ephesians 2:8 - ultimately we are saved by ______________/__________________

IV. Some Feel They Can Never Win With the Father


A. 
John 14:9b - but Jesus ________________________ the Father


B. 
Luke 1:69, 74-75- The Father’s desire is _________________, Service without ________

      C. Where are YOU in relation to grace?
