Get Your Mind In Order - 1 Peter 4:1-6
Letter to a threatened and scattered people. Chapter 1 - special and chosen, 2 - attaching self to Christ and if so, keep your behavior “excellent”, live above the norm, 3 - instruction about facing an enemy they could deal with, 4 - Get your mind in order... 3 reasons to do so...

I. 
Verses 1-2 - Because of your Commitment 

A. 
Because Christ has “suffered death” in the flesh, 



1. 
1:21- He is our example and in death he ceased from sin



2. 
We should arm/equip self with same purpose/mind/thought


B. 
Has the Christian “suffered death” in the flesh? 



1. 
Romans 6:5-7 - body of sin was done away... in baptism



2. 
Romans 6:11-13 - One chooses to cease from sin, continual


C. 
Choose to give the “rest of the time”/life to will of God



1. 
Thus the act of submitting in baptism becomes a...




a) 
promise/vow, covenant relationship




b) 
God’s part is to forgive, our part is to resist sin


D. 
Consider your word to God and get your mind in order

II. 
Verse 3 - Because of your Past (serving the lusts of men)


A. 
Any time in this is “sufficient” (illus. unchanging men)


B. 
Sensuality - filthy words, indecent bodily movements and unchaste handling of males and females, etc. 


C. 
Lusts - desire for what is forbidden


D. 
Drunkenness - excess of wine


E. 
Carousals - drinking parties protracted till late…with revelry


F. 
Drinking parties/banquetings - drinking? check synonyms



1. 
R.C. Trench, SYN. OF N.T. -potos- 




a) 
a drinking bout not necessarily in excess


G. 
Idolatries - which promoted all the above in that day


H. 
Note that ALL 3 types of drinking belong to world



1. 
As well as both unclean thoughts and suggestive actions


I. 
To various degrees these are the concerns of world today



1. 
Consider the end results and get your mind in order

III. Verse 4 - Because it Will be Difficult, don’t take this lightly


A. 
Can do ALL of the above sin, and people accept that



1. 
When you become a Christian, they’re surprised



2. 
Accused Jesus/Paul of being “mad” 



3. 
Will “malign” you- get your mind in order


B. 
Going with Christ may mean leaving associations



1. 
Alcoholics, drug users, and sinners need to break contact



2. 
1 Corinthians 15:33


C. 
Don’t be discouraged, their day is coming



1. 
Verse 5 - they will give account, Acts 17:30-31; John 5:28-29




a) 
Romans 14:12; 2 Corinthians 5:10



2. 
Judgment day is coming - get your mind in order

IV. Verse 6 - The Gospel Has A Purpose

A. 
It is preached to the dead, those condemned in sin



1. 
To bring life to their spirits and the hope of eternity


B. 
Verse 1 - but it works only with those who arm themselves



1. 
Only with those who get their minds in order



2. 
So as to live their time in the will of God
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