GAMBLING: A Dangerous Pendulum

Societies, fashions, and values can often be seen to work on a pendulum principle. From the days of George Washington and Thomas Jefferson this country has had lotteries. By 1900 - outlawed in every state. 1963 - a new generation arises which has forgotten New Hampshire. Today - 28 states have casino gambling, 37 (or more) have lotteries, and 42 have legalized gambling in some form. TN is one of few still gambling free.
Won’t mince words. Gambling is wrong and given the opportunity to speak and vote against it, Christians should. It is wrong in every way possible, there’s nothing right about it.
I. 
It is Wrong Economically

A. 
It does NOT bring in state revenue, Wisconsin study 

B. 
It does NOT help local business, Senator Paul Simon

C. 
It does NOT increase wealth, statistics
II. 
It is Wrong Socially

A. 
It will cost the community, Professor John Kindt

B. 
It will cost jobs in the community, Professor John Kindt

C. 
It’s directly linked to societal ills


1. 
National Gambling Impact Study Commission 
III. It is Wrong Morally

A. 
Devastating influence to youth, 1996 figures


1. 
“out of control” note and suicide


2. 
3 high schoolers, with a $6500/wk operation


3. 
16 yr old turned girlfriend to prostitute to pay

B. 
Devastating influence on homes


1. 
Statistics on Problem gamblers

C. 
Devastating attack on the poor, every study...
IV. It is Wrong Spiritually…. GAMBLING…

A. 
Is coveting, Ephesians5:5;  Colossians 3:5

B. 
Breaks Jesus’ 2nd commandment, Matthew 22:37-39, 7:12

C. 
Encourages a love of money,  1 Timothy 6:9-10

D. 
Is sowing to the flesh,  Galatians 6:7-8

E. 
Bears evil fruit,  Matthew 7:17, 20

F. 
Is sinfully addictive,  1 Corinthians 6:12

G. 
Is worldliness,  1 John 2:15, Turtullian
V. 
Not Much Wiggle Room, Matthew 5:14-16
A. Culture says not to talk “politics,” Jesus says to seek Him first. Where will you stand?
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