Galatia - Churches Disturbed

At different times before and during Roman occupation the region of Galatia varied. During Paul’s first journey it included cities of Iconium, Lystra, Derbe and Pisidian Antioch. Account in Acts 13:4-14:23 / Response in Acts 13:42-45; 48-49; 14:1, 19-21 / Established 45-48 AD --10 yrs--> Paul’s letter 57 AD. What happened in the 10 years between?

I. 
1:6-9- Were Following A Different Gospel, 


A. 
Result? deserting Christ with a distorted gospel


B. 
Addressed a commonly held belief…


1. 
Cannot teach different things and all follow Jesus



2. 
Saying we follow Jesus doesn’t make it so. 1 Corinthians 4:17


C. 
Raises unpleasant questions (if distort, gospel is a different gospel?)



1. 
How much gospel can be changed before it’s “distorted?”



2. 
Change from original worship? baptism? elders? withdrawal?




a. 
church organization? mission? church’s authority?



3. 
1:8-9 - any distortion means it’s not Christ’s gospel!

II. 
2:4-6, 11- Being Influenced by Men of Standing

A. 
Paul gives example of what happened at Antioch in Syria



1. 
3:1 - then asks, Who has bewitched you?  Judaizers!?!


B. 
Warning - 1 Corinthians 4:6; Col. 2:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:21; 1 Tim. 1:6-7


C. 
3 John 9 - has always been such men, 1 John 4:1


D. 
One with highest standing came as a servant



1. High standing just guarantees a long fall.

III. 3:1-5 - Growing Away from their Foundations

A. 
5:7-8 - from running well to hindered, Christ not changed!


B. 
Christians have learned much “new” knowledge today



1. 
50s - sponsoring church org, 60s - institutionalism 



2. 
80s - evangelistic oversight, 90s - charismatic tongue speaking



3. 
This decade? Baptism out, music in, no difference in churches


C. 
Not new, not growth... it was and is digression

IV. 5:9-10 - Were Becoming Leavened (unseen influence)


A. 
Leavening influence not just influence to same sin, 1 Corinthians 5:6



1. 
5:2 - to ignore sin, 5:9-11 - to improper associations 


B. 
What was leaven of false teachers? Diotrephes? 



1.  
4:20 - their soundness was in question (1:6)



2. 
4:13-16 - attitude toward true teachers was changing



3. 
5:13-15 - starting to attack one another


C. 
Always an influence in leaving the light / truth



1. 
We EITHER walk by the Spirit, or by the flesh, 6:7

V. 
Conclusion. When it Comes to...

A. 
Our teaching and practice... 1:8-9



1. 
We need to stick with the original pattern


B. 
Being influenced by teachers... 1:10-11



1. 
We need to remember that men can’t save us



2. 
And putting up with them can influence us 


C. 
Healthy spiritual growth... 5:24-25



1. 
We need to walk by the Spirit and bring forth fruit



2. 
We need to stay with the same foundation we started with

D. 
Have you begun your walk?



1. 
We have a pattern, a path, a leader and guide



2. 
You CAN do this

Galatia - Churches Disturbed


At different times before and during the Roman occupation the region of Galatia varied. During Paul’s first journey it included cities of Iconium, Lystra, Derbe and Pisidian Antioch. Account of churches established in Acts 13:4-14:23. What happened in the 10 years between establishment and his letter?

I. 
1:6-9 - Were Following A Different ___________________, 


A. 
Result? Deserting ________________ with a distorted gospel


B. 
Addresses a commonly held belief…



1. 
We cannot teach _______________________ things and all follow Jesus, 1 Corinthians 4:17


C. 
Raises unpleasant questions



1. 
How much gospel can be changed before it’s “_________________________?”



2. 
1:8-9 - ___________ distortion means it’s ______________ Christ’s gospel

II. 
2:4-6, 11 - Being ______________________ by Men of Standing

A. 
Paul gives example of what happened at Antioch in Syria



1. 
3:1- then asks, Who has ___________________ you? 


B. 
Warning - 1 Corinthians 4:6; Colossians 2:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:21; 1 Timothy 1:6-7


C. 
3 John 9 - has always been such men, 1 John 4:1 says to _____________ them!

III. 3:1-5 - Growing _____________ from their Foundations

A. 
5:7-8- from running well... to ______________, Yet Christ not changed!


B. 
Christians have learned much “new” knowledge today also



1. 
50s - ________________ church organization, 60s - ________________________ 



2. 
80s - _______________ oversight, 90s - ______________________ ,  tongue speaking



3. 
This decade? ____________ out, _____________ in, ______________ in churches no matter


C. Not new, not growth... it was and is __________________, a distorted gospel

IV. 5:9-10 - Were Becoming _____________________  (unseen influence)


A. 
Leavening influence not just influence to same sin, 1 Corinthians 5:6



1. 
5:2 - to ____________ sin, 5:9-11- to ___________________ associations 


B. 
What was leaven of false teachers? Diotrephes? 



1. 
4:20 - their _______________________ was in question (1:6)



2. 
4:13-16 - attitude toward __________________ teachers was changing



3. 
5:13-15 - starting to ___________________ one another


C. Always an influence in leaving the light / truth



1. 
We EITHER walk by the _____________, or by the ____________, 6:7

V. 
Conclusion. When it Comes to...

A. 
Our teaching and practice... 1:8-9



1. 
We need to stick with the ___________________________


B. 
Being influenced by teachers... 1:10-11



1. 
We need to remember that _________________ can’t save us



2. 
And __________________________ with them can influence us 


C. 
Healthy spiritual growth... 5:24-25



1. 
We need to walk by the __________________ and bring forth fruit



2. 
We need to stay with the ______________________________________________


D. 
Have you begun your walk?

