What Is Excellent Behavior? (Part 2)  1 Peter 2:13-25        
In 2:12, Christians are told to keep their behavior “excellent.” No doubt this is in relation to verse 11 and negative influences. But it also looks forward to positive actions. Peter’s answer to the title...

I. 
Verse 13, Submit...to every human institution



A. 
Kings, governors, or those sent by him





1. 
Dealing with accusations of national disloyalty





2. 
Verse 15 - right living MAY stop false accusations



B. 
Speaks to civil disobedience, disrespect, resistance




1. 
May be popular, but sinful, verse 16

II. 
Verse 17, Honor ALL Men



A. 
Not just those with badge, Christians, or our race





1. Thayer - venerate, hold in honor



B. 
Speaks to seeing value in others, Philippians 2:3-5 



C. 
Disrespect of others and property is epidemic



1. 
Would have saved some children from bear-food

III. Love the Brotherhood



A. 
Greek “love” is agapeo, i.e., active goodwill, choosing to love





1. brotherhood is a “community by relation”





2. lit. “keep loving everyone in relation to Christ”



B. 
1 John 3:16; 4:20-21 – John demonstrates that it is tied to one’s salvation

IV. Fear God



A. 
Greek phobeo - to show reverence and respect



B. 
How would one NORMALLY “show” respect?





1. 
Obedience - Ephesians 6:1-2





2. 
Attitude - listening, submission, appreciation





3. 
Presentation - Leviticus 10:1-3; Exodus 19:10, 14, 15

V. 
Honor the King      Why the extra admonition?


A. 
“King” refers to Caesar, “honor” same as verse 17, i.e., reverence, respect


B. 
Perhaps because leaders important decision draw ire





1. 
Especially a leader who rules against you





2. 
“Excellent” behavior gives honor to the office 

VI. Verse 18, Be Submissive to Your Masters



A. 
Contrasting situations in “one who has power over”

 



1. 
Fair in action and attitude vs. unfair, surly, inconsiderate


B. 
Key? “respect”/fear/reverence... Peter is speaking of God





1. 
Colossians 3:23-24 – Good service NOT determined by one’s master!



C. 
Parallel situation in an employer with power over one today





1. 
Verses 19-20 - (twice) God’s favor is on the patient one

VII. Verse 21, Follow in His Footsteps




A. 
Greek – kaleo - invited... “for this purpose”






1. 
Verses 22-23 – He suffered unjustly suffered, but trusted God, was patient




B. 
This is our example






1. 
with government, all men, brotherhood, political leaders, bosses






2. 
Fear God, serve him, commit no sin… for our goal!




C. 
Verse 25 - we have a shepherd and a guardian
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