Ephesians 2:11-12 - 5 Degrees of Separation


Urban legend says we are all only separated by 6 degrees, 5 other people who know people. Preparing for a men’s retreat I found actually 5 degrees of separation that distance us from God. Twice in the text Paul said to remember that separation before Jesus Christ came.

I. 
Without Christ, w/out even a connection


A. 
Jews had connection - 1 Corinthians 10:1-4, drank from rock



1. 
Deuteronomy 18:18-19 > Acts 3:22-24 - all proph. forward


B. 
Judaism not evangelistic, Gentiles had no connection
II. 
Without the Commonwealth

A. 
Commonwealth - community, in which citizenship is offered, an organized arrangement for government, rule, order.  Membership includes freedoms, blessings, protection, privileges


B. 
Psalm 147:12-20; Isaiah 63:7-9; Amos 3:2, Ezekiel 16:6-14

III. Without the Covenants of Promise

A. 
Strangers/foreigners to promise/blessings of Fathers



1. 
Nation, land, children, protection, blessing

IV. Without Hope

A. 
Romans 9:30 - Gentiles had not pursued righteousness


B. 
Romans 1:18-32 - had rejected the knowledge of God


C. 
1 Corinthians 1:21a - not able to find God in their foolishness

D. 
Upon rejecting God, He gave them over...

V. 
Without God

A. 
Romans 1:18ff - had refused God, Idols were no gods



1. 
No access to spiritual world or life


B. 
Point of remembering is appreciation, verses 13-18, blood

VI. What Application Does This Have Today? 


A. 
We are still the same before we obey the gospel!



1. 
Without Christ - Hebrews 5:9; John 8:31, 15:14; Mark 16:16



2. 
Without commonwealth - the church, Christ’s org,




a. 
Ephesians 1:22-23; 1 Corinthians 12:13



3. 
Without covenant of promise - Acts 2:38; Titus 3:5-6



4. 
Without hope - John 8:24; Acts 4:12



5. 
Without God - John 14:6


B. 
Paul said to “remember” that separation…


1. 
to warn the unsaved of where they stand



2. 
to warn the Christian not to go back to this



3. 
to help us appreciate reconciliation that is in Christ by His blood.


C. 
Where are you?

Ephesians 2:11-12 - 5 Degrees of Separation


Twice in the text Paul said to remember that separation before Jesus Christ came.

I. 
Without _____________________

A. 
Jews had connection- 1 Corinthians 10:1-4, drank from _________________, which was Christ



1. 
Deuteronomy 18:18-19 > Acts 3:22-24- all the ___________________ forward

II. 
Without the ____________________________

A. 
________________- community, in which citizenship is offered, 



1. 
Membership includes ______________, blessings, _____________, and ____________



2.  
Psalm 147:12-20; Isaiah 63:7-9; Amos 3:2, Ezekiel 16:6-14

III. Without the_______________________________________


A. 
Strangers/foreigners to the promise/blessings of Fathers



1. 
Nation, land, children, protection, blessing

IV. Without _______________

A. 
Romans 9:30 - Gentiles had not pursued _____________________


B. 
Romans 1:18-32 - had rejected the knowledge of God


C. 
1 Corinthians 1:21a - not able to find God in their _______________________.

V. 
Without ________________

A. 
Romans 1:18ff - had refused __________, idols were no gods

VI. What Application Does This Have Today? 


A. 
We are still the same before we obey the gospel!



1. 
Without ________________ - Hebrews 5:9; John 8:31, 15:14; Mark 16:16



2. 
Without commonwealth - the ________________, Christ’s organization 




a. 
Ephesians 1:22-23; 1 Corinthians 12:13



3. 
Without _______________ of promise- Acts 2:38; Titus 3:5-6



4. 
Without ______________- John 8:24; Acts 4:12



5.
Without ________________- John 14:6


B. 
Paul said to “remember” that separation…


1. 
to warn the ___________________ of where they stand



2. 
to warn the ___________________ not to go back to this



3. 
to help us ___________________ reconciliation that is in Christ by His blood.

