Considering Elders

Part of preacher training class in Zim. Good to review between choosing men. Assigned to speak on their work, qualifications, and what they’re not. 

I. 
The Work of Elders


A. 
1 Peter 5:1-2 - Presbuteroi/elder; Poimen/shepherd, Pastor




1. 
Not titles but job descriptions





2. 
Shepherd the flock, exercising oversight he would...







a. 
lead, feed, rest, protect, heal, nurture







b. 
guided by God’s will, not self, for crown of verse 4 



B. 
Acts 20:1, 28-31; 3 works given to episkopoi/overseer





1. 
Guard yourselves, verse 30, elders would divide flock





2. 
Guard the flock, verse 29, wolves will come in





3. 
Be on the alert, i.e. watchful, learning, aware



C. 
Hebrews 13:17 - he watches for souls, will give account





1. 
A serious job and not for everyone

II. 
If Not for Everyone, What Qualifies?  Holy Spirit


A. 
About 2 dozen qualifications in 1 Timothy 3/Titus 1





1. 
Could group the, but fastest way is go down list





2. 
Note - most qualifications repeated elsewhere for ALL Christians





3. 
1 Timothy 3, Titus 1:5-9 - read/discuss the list

III. What Elders are NOT...



A. 
An honorary label, title, position of respect





1. 
1 Timothy 3:16-17 - God breathed words are important



B. 
Lords, bosses, Chiefs giving orders - Matthew 20-25-26





1. 
1 Peter 5:3 - examples



C. 
Traveling Shepherds - Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:2





1. 
Their authority is in their own local flock



D. 
Above correction - 1 Timothy 5:17-21





1. 
Acts 20:30 - Elders can and do lead flocks astray



E. 
Free from accountability- Hebrews 13:17





1. 
1 Peter 5:4 - crown is reward of a GOOD job done





2. 
1 Peter 5:2 - they lead according to the will of God







not self.

IV. Leadership is Always a Serious Job...


A. 
Because souls are at stake, watched as examples





1. 
Because power is corrupting, can be grieving





2. 
Because family leadership example needed in all ages



B. 
Also richly rewarding and satisfying



C. 
Preparation starts early and demands watchfulness





1. 
They are examples because all should be like this,


2.    How are you doing?
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