Easter, Does it Matter What We Believe?
I. 
Introduction: Today is End of so-called Holy Week

A. 
Palm Sunday - celebrated triumphal entry into Jerusalem


B. 
Holy Monday - commemorates cleansing the temple


C. 
Holy Tuesday - remember Jesus teaching from Matthew 24


D. 
Holy Wednesday - recalls Judas’ decision to betray


E. 
Maundy Thursday - recalls Jesus agony in Gethsemane



1. 
maundy fm latin mandatum, command to love...


F. 
Good Friday - remembers Jesus death on the cross


G. 
Holy Saturday, Quiet Saturday, Easter Eve


H. 
Easter Sunday - Lord arose from death



1. 
All came after 4th century, except resurrection fact


I. 
Many other traditions, consultants on Religious tolerance



1. 
Hot cross buns - began as sacrificial ox horns carved into ritual bread at feast of Eostre, Saxon 



fertility goddess



2. 
Easter rabbit and eggs - fertility symbols of Norse goddess Ostara



3. 
Easter lily - first a pagan fertility symbol



4. 
Sunrise service - pagan custom of welcoming the sun god at the vernal equinox


J. 
Does it really matter what we believe?
II. 
Does it Matter What We Believe? John 8:24

A. 
As in Exodus 3:14, eternal one, claim of deity, equality


B. 
Narrow, intolerant, judgmental, exclusive claim...



1. 
Unless it’s true! like warning of fire / instruction manual



2. 
If true it is none of the above, truth is just truth




a. 
convicts Muslims, Buddhists, humanists, pagans


C. 
But if true, it is the way out! Fantastic! Liberty!



1. 
John 8:32, 36 - It DOES make a difference...

III. Consider the Implications of Galatians 1:8-9

A. 
What did Paul preach everywhere? 1 Corinthians 4:17



1. 
Colossians 2:14 - Old Law nailed to the cross




a. 
What of Jews, Sabbath Arians?... Does it matter?



2. 
Romans 6:3, Galatians 3:27 - are baptized into Christ/death




a. 
What of sinner’s prayer? Asking Jesus into heart?



3. 
Romans 6:4; Colossians 2:12 - baptism is a burial




a. 
What of sprinkling? pouring? christening?



4. 
1 Timothy 2:11-12 - Women not to teach publicly



5. 
1 Corinthians 13:8-10; Ephesians 4:8-16 - Spiritual gifts would end



6. 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 – Lord’s Supper should follow Lord’s example


7. 
Acts 20:7- by example showed Lord’s Supper on 1st day




a. 
What of Saturday? weddings? quarterly?


B. 
Now let’s go back and think about Easter...

IV. 
What Shall We Believe/Practice About the Resurrection?

A. 
No teaching about Holy week, rabbits, eggs, or buns


B. 
Paul taught about the resurrection, 1 Corinthians 15:3-6



1. 
Taught it of first importance - He died for our sins




a. 
According to scriptures/prophecy/propitiation



2. 
Verse 4 - was buried and raised on the 3rd day


 
3. 
Verses 5-6 - appeared to many witnesses - Romans 1:4




a. 
Shall we believe this?  Do we?


C. 
Paul taught that we proclaim that death, 1 Corinthians 11:26



1. 
Not annual celebration, but weekly


D. 
Paul taught that we share in that death, Romans 6:3-5



1. 
Not at sunrise service, but in own burial/resurrection


E. 
Paul said the resurrection was proof, Romans 1:4



1. 
John 8:24 - Jesus said this was the place of change


F. 
What do you believe? What will you practice?

1. It DOES make a difference!
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I. 
Introduction, Today is End of so-called __________________ Week

A. 
Many other traditions, Ontario Consultants on Religious Tolerance



1. Hot _____________ buns 




2. Easter ____________ and _____________



3. Easter __________________



4. _____________________ service

II. 
Does it Matter What We Believe? John 8:24

A. 
As in Exodus 3:14, eternal one 


B.
This is a narrow, intolerant, judgmental, exclusive claim...



1. 
Unless it’s _______________! __________________ is just ____________________


C. 
But if true, it is THE way!  John 8:32, 36 - It DOES make a difference...

III. Consider the Implications of Galatians 1:8-9

A. 
What did Paul preach everywhere? 1 Corinthians 4:17



1. 
Colossians 2:14- Old Law nailed to the __________________.  Does it matter?



2. 
Romans 6:3, Galatians 3:27 - are baptized into ____________/___________



3. 
Romans 6:4; Colossians 2:12 - baptism is a _____________.
  Does it matter?



4. 
1 Timothy 2:11-12 - Women not to _______________ publicly.   Does it matter?



5. 
1 Corinthians 13:8-10; Ephesians 4:8-16 - ____________________ gifts would end



6. 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 - ________________________ should follow Lord’s example



7. 
Acts 20:7 - by example showed Lord’s Supper on ____________________ day


B. 
Now let’s go back and think about Easter...

IV. What Shall We Believe/Practice About the _________________________?

A. 
Paul taught about the resurrection, 1 Corinthians 15:3-6



1. 
Taught it of _________________ importance - He died for our sins



2. 
Verse 4 - was _________________and then __________________ on 3rd day



3. 
Verses 5-6 - appeared to ______________________ witnesses - Romans 1:4


B. 
1 Corinthians 11:26, Paul taught that we _____________________ that death 


C. 
Romans 6:3-5, Paul taught that we _____________________ in that death 


D. 
Romans 1:4, Paul said the resurrection was ____________________


1. 
John 8:24 - Jesus said this was the place of ____________________________


E. 
What do you believe? What will you practice? It DOES make a difference!

