DON’T BE A TURKEY, BE THANKFUL

We use words sometimes that serve a variety of meanings. For example, Thursday is Thanksgiving - Turkey Day. However, we also “talk turkey,” bowl a “turkey” (3 strikes running), put on a “turkey” (a flop in the theatre), visit Turkey (now Turkia), and eat turkey. Can you understand the title?

Dictionary definition: naïve, stupid, inept. Domestic turkeys will crowd together and smother each other, drown in the rain, and stand in the hail. Not always bright-like someone who’s not thankful.


The man who forgets to be grateful has fallen asleep in life. -Robert Louis Stevenson, Let’s not forget, 135 x’s in ESV 

I. 

Luke 17:11-19 - Thanks Was Worth Giving


A. 
Jesus thought so... asked for the 9, blessed the 1



B. 
Daniel 6:10 - Daniel thought so

II. 
1 Corinthians 14:16 - Thanks Was Worth Sharing


A. 
Not just private, shares and shines like a light, salt flavor

III. 
Romans 1:21 – Un-thankfulness is First Step Down



A. 
Lacking humble thanks they became speculative





1. 
... with a foolish heart they professed wisdom





2. 
... and honored the creation rather than the Creator

IV.  Colossians 2:6-7 - Thanks Should Abound



A. 
Abounding - exceed a fixed measure, excel, be great, overflow





1. 
Philippians 4:6-7; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18; Ephesians 3:20



B. 
1 Timothy 2:1-4 - abounding for all men



C. 
2 Thessalonians 1:3 - abounding for brothers



D. 
2 Corinthians 9:15 - abounding for the relationship we have in salvation
V. 
Hebrews 13:5 - God desires the Fruit of our Lips


A. 
How do we show thanks with our lips?





1. 
Colossians 4:2- prayer, Ephesians 5:19 - singing



B . 
W.T. Purkiser– It is not what we say about our blessings but how we use them that is the true 




measure of our thanksgiving.



C. 
Poem - Thank you God for a hundred things


D. 
God’s child has a thousand things to be thankful for





1. 
This weekend, and every day, don’t be a Turkey!





2. 
Have you been thankful?

Thank You, God, For a Hundred Things 

Thank you, God, for a hundred things 

For the flower that blooms, for the bird that sings, 

For the sun that shines, 

And the rain that drops, 

For ice cream and raisins and lollipops. 

Thank you, God, for the gift of time 

For the clocks that tick, and the bells that chime, 

For days gone by, 

For my boss and co-workers, for future cheers, 

And seasons, and moments, for hours and years. 

Thanks for the people who give life pizzazz 

For folks who play sports, those who write and play jazz, 

For friends and for families, 

For folks of all races, 

For hands that give help and for bright smiling faces. 

Thanks for the planet you give as our safe home 

For the sky with its clouds, for the oceans’ white foam, 

For the creatures and critters, 

The lakes, falls and fountains, 

For hills and for valleys, for canyons and mountains. 

Thank you, God, for the gift of your Son 

For the love Jesus shared, for the battle He won 

Over death, for the promise 

That He would be near 

To lead and to guide and to hold us so dear. 

Thank you, God, for a hundred things 

For autumn and pumpkins, for dragonfly wings, 

For Thanksgiving dinners, 

For sea sides and shore, 

For a hundred things, and a thousand things more.
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We use words sometimes that serve a variety of meanings. Can you understand the title? The man who forgets to be grateful has fallen asleep in life. - Robert Louis Stevenson, Let’s not forget, 

I. 
Luke 17:11-19 - Thanks was Worth _________________________


A. 
Daniel 6:10 - _______________ thought so

II. 
1 Corinthians 14:16 - Thanks was Worth ________________________________


A. 
Not just private, shares and shines like a ______________, ________________ flavor

III. Romans 1:21- Un-thankfulness is First Step _________________________



A. 
Lacking humble thanks they became ______________________





1. 
... with a foolish heart they professed __________________________





2. 
... and honored the _____________________ rather than the Creator

IV.  Colossians 2:6-7 - Thanks Should __________________________________



A. 
Abounding - exceed a fixed measure, excel, be great, overflow





1. 
Philippians 4:6-7; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18; Ephesians 3:20



B. 
1 Timothy 2:1-4 - abounding for all ________________



C. 
2 Thessalonians 1:3 - abounding for _______________________



D. 
2 Corinthians 9:15 - abounding for the ____________________ we have in our salvation

V. 
Hebrews 13:5 - God desires the ____________________________________________


A. 
How do we show thanks with our lips? 





1. 
Colossians 4:2 - _______________, Ephesians 5:19 - ____________________



B. 
God’s child has a thousand things to be thankful for



1. This weekend, and every day, don’t be a Turkey! Have you been thankful?
