Does It Make Any Difference?  Part 4

Clergy/Laity Distinction, Fund Raising, Women Leadership

Why not go to this church or that one? In showing that there really IS a difference we have noted the danger of false teachers and doctrines, what God says about “good” people, church founders, beginnings, names, and authority. Let’s go farther and consider some activities.

I. 
A Common Practice is the Clergy/Laity Distinctions

A. 
A leftover of Catholic and the practice of pre-eminence



1. 
Claiming authority to forgive sin, refuse communion



a. 
special clothing, titles, etc.



2. 
Matthew 20:25-26 - a practice of the world



3. 
Matthew 23:2-7 - doing deeds to be seen of men



4. 
Matthew 23:11-12 - great are servants, exalt themselves to be humble
II. 
Fund Raising & Special Collections

A. 
To many, religion = asking for money



1. 
Only 1 televangelist not investigated by IRS



2. 
SBC was largest Wall Street Investor in US



3. 
Christian Bro. Winery, Lutheran Ins. Co., 



4. 
Concerts at the Crystal Cathedral


B. Scriptural fund raising is easy to understand



1. 
1 Corinthians 16:1-2 - the collecting day was clear




a. 
not every meeting, every day, special meetings



2. 
The givers are clear - he was writing to the church



3. 
The measure of giving was clear - not a tithe



4. 
The point of giving was clear - for the saints




a) 
here for benevolence, also to edify, evangelize




b) 
NOT for the world, entertainment, recreation

III. Women Leaders & Preachers

A. 
These are common and accepted today



1. 
Husband/wife teams, women preachers, pastors


B. 
1 Timothy 3:15 - showing how one should conduct self...


C. 
2:11-12 - the setting must be “spiritual”



1. 
Not to teach or exercise authority over a man... period



2. 
Not preachers, not teachers, pastors, or prophets

IV. There IS a Difference Between the Churches of Men and the New Testament Church

A. 
...You’re in (not may be in) the wrong place!



1. 
if the name does not glorify God or our Savior...



2. 
if the church is connected to a central body...



3. 
if church leadership is elevated above the body...



4. 
if they’re taking up money and it’s not Sunday...



5. 
if a woman leads men in any church function...


B. 
Are you glorifying God in His church?



1. 
Are you respecting Christ by respecting His body?
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Why not go to this church or that one? In showing that there really IS a difference we have noted the danger. Let’s go farther and consider some activities.

I. 
A Common Practice is the ______________/______________ Distinctions

A. 
A leftover of Catholicism and the practice of pre-eminence carried on in other churches



1. 
Claiming authority to forgive sin, refuse communion, special clothing, titles, etc.



2. 
Matthew 20:25-26- a practice of the ________________



3. 
Matthew 23:2-7- doing deeds to be ______________________________



4. 
Matthew 23:11-12- Greatest are the _______________, exalted will be _________________

II. 
_______________ Raising & Special _____________________

A. 
To many, religion = ___________________________________


B. 
Scriptural fund raising is easy to understand



1. 
1 Corinthians 16:1-2 - the collecting ______________ was clear



2. 
The ________________ are clear - he was writing to the church



3. 
The ______________________ of giving was clear - not a tithe



4. 
The ____________________ of giving was clear - for the saints

III. _________________ Leaders & Preachers

A. 
This practice has become common and accepted today


B. 
1 Timothy 3:15 - showing how one should conduct oneself ______________________


C. 
1 Timothy 2:11-12 - the context here must be “___________________”



1. 
Ladies are not to teach or exercise authority _________________________... period

IV. There IS a Difference Between the Churches of Men and the New Testament Church

A. 
...You’re in (not may be) the wrong place!



1. 
if the _____________________ does not glorify God or our Savior...



2. 
if the church is connected to a _____________________________...



3. 
if church leadership is ______________________ above the body...



4. 
if they’re taking up money and it’s not _____________________...



5. 
if a ______________________ leads men in any church function...


B. 
Are you glorifying God in His church? Are you respecting Christ by respecting His body?

