Does It Make Any Difference?  Part 6

Why not go to this church or that one? In showing that there really IS a difference we have noted some dangers, some characteristics and some practices. One more consideration and we will drop this study.

I. 
It Is Most Common to Hear That One is Saved by His Faith Alone


A. 
Impatient with foolish math - doesn’t help the cause



1. 
Jesus is 100% God & 100% man



2. 
Likewise faith alone, grace alone, blood alone


B. 
Can’t earn salvation with works, therefore works unnecessary


1. 
If works unnecessary, doctrine & church don’t matter



2. 
... false sense of security, confidence sets in



3.
... indifference sets in (it’s here!)


C. 
James 2 is a stake in the heart of this false doctrine



1. 
Verse 17 - faith without works is dead



2. 
Verse 20 - faith without works is useless




a. 
one who denies this is called a “foolish fellow”



3. 
Verses 21-22 - faith WITH works perfects one’s faith



4. 
Verse 24 - justified by works, not by faith alone



5. 
Verse 26 - faith without works is dead, seems plain!


D. 
Ephesians 2:8-9 - sounds like contradicting James 2?



1. 
Verse 10 - there ARE works which God prepared for us


E. 
Are works of obedience necessary to salvation?



1. 
1 John 5:3; John 15:13; Hebrews 5:9; Philippians 2:12



2. 
Many churches are seedbeds for error

II. 
Last Point - A Spirit of Compromise

A. 
Churches of men won’t defend practices publicly



1. 
Appeal to feelings, emotion, tradition, & silence



2. 
While claiming to believe/follow the Bible


B. 
1 Peter 3:15 - be ready to give answer


C. 
Philippians 1:16 - appointed for the defense of the gospel


D. 
Jude 3 - contend for the faith once for all delivered


E. 
Why won’t these churches defend their teaching?



1. 
John 3:20-21 - for fear their deeds will be exposed


F. 
1 Peter 4:11 - We speak as God’s mouthpiece/oracle



1. 
The church is militant, Christians are soldiers

IV.
There are MANY Differences Between the NT Church and the Churches of Men - have talked about 10


A. 
Conclusion? It is responsibility of each one to search out the one body, one church and be part of it.


B. 
It really does make a difference to which church you belong, support, worship with, & learn from.


C. 
You can find it if you’re asking, seeking, knocking
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B. 
It really _______________________ to which church you belong, support, worship with


C. 
You can find it if you’re ______________, __________________, and ______________

