Does It Make Any Difference - Part 1

Young people sometimes run into problems inviting others to worship. Others like to “trade” visits because it’s “fair” to go to this church, then to that one. Adults who travel very much, or date run into the same situation. Does it really make any difference what church we go to?

I. 
Aren’t All Churches Pretty Much Alike?

A. 
Except for Catholic cathedrals & Mormon temples



1. 
Most look pretty similar


B. 
Except for Adventists, most meet on Sunday


C. 
Except for Quakers, most practice some kind of baptism

D. 
And all claim to follow the Bible, even Mormons/Catholics

E. 
Human reasoning says that’s close enough...



1. 
But what does God say? Does it make any difference?

II. 
He Speaks of False Teachers...

A. 
Matthew 7:17 - says Beware of wolves in sheep’s clothing



1. 
Sheep’s clothing makes it look like other sheep




a. 
similar building, worship, claim... but not the same



2. 
Sheep’s clothing is deceiving, nice, pleasant, attractive


3. 
Fruit of the false teacher would be unbiblical...




a. 
theories - faith alone, no baptism, all churches ok 




b.
organizations, missions, twisted scriptures

B. 
Matthew 15:14 - Religious teachers called blind guides 



1. 
End of following blind men is to fall with them




a. 
no blaming the preacher, elders, pastor, church


C. 
1 John 4:1 - John says don’t believe every spirit



1. 
And that many false teachers have gone out




a. 
has that number increased or decreased?

II. 
He Also Speaks of False Doctrines

A. 
Galatians 1:6-9 - The right gospel is the original gospel



1. 
Changing it is desertion & distortion


B. 
Matthew 5:13 - sums up false teachers & false doctrines



1. 
Verse 13 - if God doesn’t plant it, it will be uprooted



2. 
Make any difference who teachers are? What we believe?

III. What About All the Good People?

A. 
Matthew 7:13-14 - Most are on broad path, sincere?


B. 
Matthew 7:21-23 - Many types of people won’t enter kingdom


1. 
Religious, prophets, miracle workers



2. 
Only 1 type WILL enter - one doing God’s will


C. 
Ephesians 2:8-8 - not saved by “good” works


D. 
Hebrews 5:9 - He is savior of the obedient


E. 
Most people aren’t going to get it



1. 
It DOES matter what we believe/who our teacher is



2. 
It DOES matter where we worship & serve God



3. 
There IS a difference between Christ’s church and the denominations of men. Will talk about that...




a. Where is your stand?
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Young people sometimes run into problems inviting others to worship. Adults who travel very much, or date run into the same situation. Does it really make a difference what church we go to?

I. 
Aren’t All Churches Pretty Much Alike?

A. 
Except for Catholic cathedrals & Mormon temples, most ____________ pretty similar


B. 
Except for Adventists, most meet on ______________


C. 
Except for Quakers, most practice some kind of __________________


D. 
And all claim to follow the _____________________


E. 
____________________ reasoning says that’s close enough... but what does God say? 

II. 
He Speaks of False __________________


A. 
Matthew 7:17 - says Beware of ______________ in ___________ clothing



1. 
Sheep’s clothing makes wolf look like other _________________



2. 
Sheep’s clothing is ________________, i.e., nice, pleasant, attractive



3. 
Fruit of the false teacher would be unbiblical...




a. 
______________, organizations, _________________, _______________ scriptures


B. 
Matthew 15:14 - Religious teachers called ____________________________



1. 
The end of following blind men is to ______________ with them


C. 
1 John 4:1 - John says __________ __________________ every spirit



1. 
Many false teachers have gone out, has that number increased ( ), or decreased ( )?

II. 
He Also Speaks of False ___________________

A. 
Galatians 1:6-9 - The right gospel is the __________________ gospel



1. 
Changing it is _______________ & ____________________


B. 
Matthew 5:13 - if God doesn’t plant it, it will be ____________________

III. What About All the Good People?

A. 
Matthew 7:21-23 - Many types of people won’t enter the kingdom



1. 
Only 1 type WILL enter - the one __________________________________________


B. 
Ephesians 2:8-8 - ______ saved by “good” works, Hebrews 5:9 - He is savior of the _________



1. 
It DOES matter what we ____________ /who our _______________ is



2. 
It DOES matter where we __________________ & ______________ God



3. 
There __________ a difference between Christ’s church and the denominations of men
