DEFINING MOMENTS IN A LIFE OF FAITH
2 Corinthians 5:7 – Very simple words about those who live by faith. It is clear that faith is not a one time act or event. It is a “walk”, a lifetime. But what is this walk of faith? What are the moments that define and mold a life of faith? The moment of…

I. 
CONVICTION – Heb. 11:6, 1 – The Faith that Saves



A. 
According to the U.S. Supreme Court, a preference is a very strong belief, held with great strength. You can give your entire life in a full-time way to the service of the preference, and can also give your entire material wealth in the name of the belief. You can also energetically proselytize others to your preference. You can also want to teach this belief to your children, and the Supreme Court may still rule that it is a preference. A preference is a strong belief, but a belief that you will change under the right circumstances. Circumstances such as: 1) peer pressure; if your beliefs are such that other people stand with you before you will stand, your beliefs are preferences, not convictions, 2) family pressure, 3) lawsuits, 4) jail, 5) threat of death; would you die for your beliefs? A conviction is a belief that you will not change. Why? Preferences aren’t protected by the constitution. Convictions are. A conviction is not something that you discover, it is something that you purpose in your heart.” (David C. Gibbs, Jr., Christian Law Association)


B. 
The conviction of faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible, and receives the impossible


C. 
Conviction leads to conversion, Luke 15:17; Acts 2:37



1. 
These are defining moments that change lives

II. 
COMMITMENT – Luke 9:57-62 – In it for the long run



A. 
Commitment means sacrifice, no excuses, no turning back



1. 
Mark 10:22 – some reach conviction and turn from commit


B. 
Hebrews 10:38-39 – God not pleased by faith without commitment


1. 
Coming to point of real commitment is a defining moment

III. CHALLENGE – James 1:2-4, 12 – A trial by fire

A. 
Why joyful? produce endurance, completeness, approval, a crown


B. 
Newsweek magazine reported on what it called the new wave of mountain men. It’s estimated that there are some sixty thousand serious mountain climbers in the U.S. But in the upper echelon of serious climbers is a small elite group known as “hard men.” For them climbing mountains and scaling sheer rock faces is a way of life. Their ultimate experience is called free soloing: climbing with no equipment and no safety ropes.

John Baker is considered by many to be the best of the hard men. He has free-soloed some of the most difficult rock faces in the U.S. with no safety rope and no climbing equipment of any kind. His skill has not come easily. It has been acquired through commitment, dedication and training. His wife says she can’t believe his dedication. When John isn’t climbing, he’s often to be found in his California home hanging by his fingertips to strengthen his arms and hands. (Charles Swindoll, Living Above the Level of Mediocrity, p. 236).


C. 
Hebrews 11:17-19 – faith in raising the dead even to giving up his Son



1. Accepting the challenge with faith is defining moment

IV. CONFLICT – 2 Timothy 3:12 – Not a matter of “if”

A. 
There will be conflict with…



1. 
Those outside (mockery, persecution) Mark 4:16-17; 1 Peter 2:12



2. 
False teachers – 2 Timothy 2:16-18; 2 John 9-11



3. 
Brethren – 1 Corinthians 11:19; Galatians 5:15-16




a. “Labour mightily for a healing spirit. Away with all discriminating names whatever that may hinder the applying of balm to heal your wounds...Discord and division become no Christian. For wolves to worry the lambs is no wonder, but for one lamb to worry another, this is unnatural and monstrous.” (Thomas Brooks)

V. 
CALM – Philippians 4:4-7 – Time between Mt. Tops

A. 
Abraham 175 yrs. – handful of events in the record



1. 
Defining moments of conviction (promise) commitment (sac. of Isaac)



2. 
...challenge (going out) conflict (heathen kings and Pharaoh)


B. 
Between the mountain tops? Repeated days of service/worship



1. 
Genesis 12:8; 13:3-4; 13:18; 21:33


C. 
Philippians 4:4-7 – rejoicing, gentleness, prayer, peace



1. 
It is the day by day life that makes or breaks – not the mountaintops

VI. HAVE YOU FACED THE DEFINING MOMENTS OF FAITH IN YOUR LIFE?

A. 
Conviction – from gospel   

B. 
Commitment – stepping out


C. 
Challenge – growing from experience


D. 
Conflict – standing firm


E. 
Calm – the “result”

DEFINING MOMENTS IN A LIFE OF FAITH
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I. 
_______________________ – Hebrews 11:6, 1 – The Faith that Saves




A. 
The conviction of faith sees the ________________, believes the _______________, 



and receives the _____________________


B. 
Conviction leads to __________________, Luke 15:17; Acts 2:37

II. 
_______________________ – Luke 9:57-62 – In It for the long run




A. 
Commitment means sacrifice, no _____________, no __________ back, Mark 10:22


B. 
Hebrews 10:38-39 – God not pleased by faith without commit.

III. 
_______________________ – James 1:2-4, 12 – A trial by fire

A. 
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Hebrews 11:17-19 – faith in raising the dead even to giving up his son

IV.
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