Dealing With the Enemy - 1 Peter 3:13-22   
Scattered, persecuted, fearful, living as aliens, told to live above the commonplace. Facing a culture that would not leave them alone. How were they to deal with the enemy? At least 6 directions were given.

I. 
Verses 13-14 - Do Not Fear Them   3 reasons

A. 
Most anxiety is worse than the event, if it happens!


B. 
Suffering for right reasons is a blessing



1. 
Jesus/apostles did, 2 Thessalonians 1:4-6 - relief coming



2. 
Matthew 5:10-12 - reward is guaranteed!


C. 
Matthew 10:28 - Worse things than suffering

II. 
Verse 15 - Be Ready for Them

A. 
With answer - 2 Timothy 2:15, put on the armor of God


B. 
With good attitude - by sanctifying Christ in heart



1. 
Actions of a gentle man, attitude of reverence

III. Verse 16 - Practice What You Preach

A. 
Nothing hurts a good argument like bad actions


B. 
Way to repay evil is NOT with evil, 3:9



1. 
Shame bad behavior with good, Romans 12:20-21

IV. Verses 17-18 - Imitate Jesus, WWJD

A. 
Good leader won’t ask what he won’t do himself



1. 
1 Peter 1:21-23- We were called to suffer patiently




a.... and to trust God

V. 
Verses 19-21 - Trust God to Make a Separation

A. 
May not seem fair at moment, but time is coming



1. 
2 Peter 2:4-9 - angels, ancient world, cities, Lot




a. 
God knows how to rescue the godly


B. 
Used water in Noah’s day to separate obedient



1. 
Using water today in same way, finding obedient



2. 
Is he finding you? Have you been set apart?

VI. 
Verse 22 - Keep Your Eye on Following Jesus

A. 
He has led the way, subjected all authorities



1. 
Gone to prepare a place... for US?



2. 
Only if we meet our enemy, the Devil, correctly
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