Considering Deacons
Phil. 1:1 names these individuals with the elders as leadership in the congregation. Who are they and what is their responsibility?

I. 

The Work of Deacons



A. 
Word “deacon” only found in two places, diakonos 





1. 
Phil.1:1; 1 Tim. 3 - defined by Thayer...







a. 
one who executes the commands of another







b. 
a servant, attendant, minister / translated elsewhere







c. 
translaters noting these ‘appointed’ servants





2. 
“office” of deacon like office of elder - non-existent







a. 
WE Vine- “office” has nothing to represent it in the original



B. 
Serve the church by appointment and importance





1. 
1 Timothy 3:13 - earn respect and standing in the faith

II. 
Who Can Be Appointed a Servant?



A. 
5 Qualifications in 1 Timothy 3:8-10



B. 
Note a special qualification, verse 11 - women / wives





1. 
Not elders wives, don’t share work, not in context





2. 
Deacons wives might need to assist with women







a. 
i.e., Acts 6 and needy widows



C. 
Domestic qualifications in verse 12





1. 
Must have children, manage them, and do it well

III. 
What Deacons are NOT...



A. 
An honorary label, title, position, or “office”





1. 
1 Timothy 3:13 - those who “serve well” earn...





2. 
It is a work, a service, a duty, responsibility



B. 
A voting board that runs the church



C. 
Men who ONLY care for physical affairs





1. 
Acts 6:3 - qualifications demand spirituality





2. 
Acts  6: 5 - two became evangelists

III. 
Leadership at Any Level is Important in Church



A. 
Volunteers are great, but they fade in and out





1. 
Church needs dependable servants to call on





2. 
...men full of the Spirit and wisdom





3. 
...men whose wives can support them in the work





4. 
...men who demonstrate family leadership



B. 
Deacons earn respect and confidence of brethren


1.    They should! And we need more of them.
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