Luke 13:6-9 
CUT IT DOWN

The comparison of men and their works to trees and their fruit is a common one in Scripture because it is clear, concise, and appropriate.  The fruit is the purpose for which the tree lives. Certainly time and nurturing come into play, but if at the proper time of growth and harvest there is no fruit on the vine or tree, then there will be disappointment at the lack of return.  That is where our text begins.  Please consider…

I.  
It Is Right and Reasonable to “CUT DOWN” Sinners


A.  It’s the most efficient way to deal with one – cut it down!



1.  2 Timothy 4:1-5 – reprove, rebuke, exhort, w/great patience, instruct – for rejection?



2. 
Did it in the days of Noah, Romans 11:21-22 and in 1st century



3. 
No more sin, rejection, despising Scriptures or sacrifice



4. 
You would do it with a tree – why not Lord with you?



5. 
You don’t care about soul – why should anyone else?


B. 
Sufficient time has already been given – cut it down!



1. 
2 Peter 3:9 – warned in sickness, tragedy, death – repeatedly



2. 
Parents taught you, teachers trained, dug around and gospel put next to your roots



3. 
The warning of death should be sufficient


C. 
There has been no improvement – cut it down!



1. 
No tears, softening, repentance, acknowledge, of God



2. 
Acted like Pharaoh – sparing has hardened you? 




a. 
Older but not wiser


D. 
There has been no service, no use – cut it down!



1. 
Like money invested badly, servant disobedient…horse that won’t pull



2. 
Maybe of use to family, employer, community – 




a. 
but they did not make you – Luke 17:10



3. 
And you’re a costly tree – “use up the ground” - 




a. 
absorb daily blessing without return


E. 
To the gardener they are a hindrance – cut it down!



1. 
Influence and example has been a hindrance – Romans 2:23-24



2. 
Another might have glorified God with his wife/husband/children/money/hands/heart

II. 
God Is Not Sparing You Because... 


A. 
He is not bothered by your sin – Hebrews 6:7-8


B. 
Your sins are distanced from Him – Hebrews 10:26-27


C. 
He is not able to destroy you – Hebrews 10:29-31


D. 
But, because one has been pleading for you



1. 
The gardener asked, Jesus Christ pleads with sweat and blood and tears and life



2. 
Would you despise me, if I saved you from the courts condemnation?
III. Cut It Down!


A. 
Do you hear those words?  



1. 
There is a time coming, repent and turn
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